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THE NECESSITY LAID UPON

US.

The object of the present article is to illustrate and enforce tlie sentiment,
That THE GREAT ENTERPRISE OF EVANGELIZING THE WORLD IS ONE WHICH
ADMITS OF NEITHER REMISSION NOR RELINQUISHMENT. " NcCCSSity is laid Upon" the Church of the Lord Jesus. She has begun a good work. She must
proceed with

it,

She must not breathe the thought of paustill that day come when it shall be said
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord

to its completion.

ing in this high and holy enterprise

;

and sung, "Tiie kingdoms of this
and of his Christ."
We derive our first argument from the persistency of effort exacted in
1.
the important affairs of this life.
"The children of this world are " sometimes
" wiser than the children of light." It is esteemed a dishonor and almost an
offence against civil society, to relinquish important and useful undertakings, of
a secular nature, when once fairly commenced. A dwelling half erected and
relinquished, a temple or a capitol left midway of completion, a rail-road half
graded for half its contemplated route, a ship abandoned to decay upon the stocks,
either of these would be to their shame whose lack of enterprise or love of ease
should so carry the day against private and public weal. "All that beheld

would begin
finish."

how

to

mock and

t:ay,

These men began

to build,

resoluteness and perseverance, in the affairs of this

And
of dying men

the question

objects.

mere

and were not able

to

matter of interest and instruction to the religious world, to see

It is

" Shall, the

;

is to

men of

secular, private advantage

—

life,

accomplish their

be asked of the professed friends of Christ and

;

this poor, vain

and

shall the

world push their schemes for
languid, " weary

Church grow

—

doing" relax effort in the holiest and most magnificent eiiferprise on
which angels ever looked ? Shall tfiere be good courage and industry untiring
among secular men, in seeking objects which belong only to a world 'reserved
and shall the friends of Christ lack heart and constancy in an enterunto fire
prise which takes hold on the interests of untold millions of immortal men, for
eternity ?
Shall public spirit and liberality push point after point to its completion
and be able to say, every year, of some undertaking which pertains to this
and shall the Church of the Lord Jesus stand
fleeting world, 'It is finished
hesitating whether sl?i3 shall push on and carry through her schemes of benevolence, to the fulfilment of a command of her risen Lord, in a work which takes
in w^ell

;

hold of things heavenly
It is

act

?

ever a serious step to retire from confessed and

may appear

different
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commenced

duty.

The

from one of direct opposition, but the consequences
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TVie necessity laid

upon

us.

Having acknowledged the duty, in commencing
and retaining the " ability which God giveth " to carry it forward,
while the reasons for its performance still abide in full force the Church of God,
in retiring from it, would give to the good cause a blow hardly less fatal than
are scarcely less deplorable.
the

work

;

;

the bitterest opposition of

its

avowed enemies.

Again, the Church of Christ cannot hold what she has already gained,

2.

except by moving onward.

power

in

It is

supposed that the maintenance of the British

India has been dependent, in an imi)ortant measure, upon

ual extension

much more

by conquest.

the

contin-

its

an earthly kingdom finds such a necessity,

If

kingdom of heaven

in this

world

!

how

Neither holiness on the one

hand, nor sin on the other, are so quiet elements that they can remain stationary

moment

in relation to each other.
Grace in the heart of the individual Chrismust grow in order to live. The gospel of Christ, to maintain itself any
where in this wicked world, must come into continual antagonism with human
corruption, and make continual conquests over its power. It must be felt by
men of "every nation and kingdom and tongue under heaven," that the King
of Zion has come into this world for the merciful purpose of conquest over sin,
and the rescue of perishing men from its power; and that therefore a stationary
condition of things is out of question. Nothing but the continuous and resistless advance of Christianity in such a world as this, can make men feel that
There is a "law of progress" in it, fixed by
it is destined to live and prosper.
God himself and this must be in continual demonstration, in the fidelity of
Christians to their vows as liegemen of Immanuel, and in the divine success
given to their labors. " The kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of
the kingdom under the whole heaven is to be given to the people of the saints
of the Most High God." A revolted world must be made to know and be as-

a

tian,

;

sured, in the prosecuting of this enterprise, that nothing short of

can answer the object of undertaking

it

its

completion

at all.

man which cometh into the world" is an
and that the gospel is a means of salvation unspeakably desirable to be employed with all; is, then, the work of a pastor done when he has
taught one, five, ten, fifty of his people the way to heaven and is he to quiet
himself while he relaxes his efforts and perhaps retires from the sacred office,
and leaves the rest to press their way to destruction ? Because one, three, five
or ten of the nations of our world can, like our own, be called Christian nations,
is that sufficient to satisfy Christ Jesus, " the Lamb of God," who came that he
might " take away the sin of the ivorld;" and who desires to have " a// men
saved and come to the knowledge of the truth".? Or when, here and there, a
heathen country has been visited by the heralds of salvation, and a few thousands have been "turned from dumb idols" and "lying vanities" to embrace
" the gospel of the grace of God," and when here and there an island of the sea
has become "a dwelling place of righteousness," can it, now, be said of Christ
that he "sees his seed and of the travail of his soul, and is satisfied".?
The
gospel was given for the whole world to hear and know. " The field " for its
Let

it

undone

be admitted true, that "every

sinner,

;

proclamation "
Britain, to

is

the world."

America, but

Jesus Christ came

— "into the

dertook the propagation of the gospel "

mand

of their Lord and Master.

plishment of the enterprise, as
then

them

left

it

for those

who came

in all the

They went on

far as

Judea, to Great

The

apostles un-

world;" according to the comtheir

way towards

the

accom-

the length of their lives admitted

;

they

and who have the same concern with
complete it and the day must come when

after them,

in the Master's injunction, to

— not alone to

world, to save sinners."

;

The

1^47.]
it

can be

Author

A

necessity laid

said, « It is done," or the design

will not be

upon

us.
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of the gospel and the i)urpose of

stationary condition of the enterprise of Christian missions,

involves the hazard of losing that which

of things, moral or
impossible.

There

the world."

On

its

answered.

it

has gained.

A

we

repeat

it,

stationary condition

such a world as this, is in the nature of tilings
mighty downward current, in "the corruiJtion that is In

spiritual, in
is

a

that current nothing

is at rest.
The sinner, unrenewed, is
downward. The very Christian, if he remits his efforts, is a
backslider in a moment. Let efforts to scatter " the darkness which covers the
earth," and to shed the light of the gospel, grow languid or cease, and that dark-

continually carried

ness

again deepening.

is

It is

not even safe for the friends of

time to pause and rejoice over accomplished good.

The

great

God

up

to take

enemy of God

is

moment, and his work goes on in "the hands of sinners," to frustrate
the good commenced, and over which we rejoice.
Unfinished good will be undone, if it is in the power of sin, Satan and wicked men to undo it.
Benevolence as it was in Christ, and as it is in his true people, asks the
3.
utmost that can be obtained and that is the completed salvation of a world.
When the Son of God made request for dying men, it was that "the heathen
might be given him for an inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for
his possession."
He said not, "Give me Israel " alone, but "the fulness of the
Gentiles." When the enterprise of his mercy should be commenced, he designed to "say to the North, give up; and to the South, keep not back; bring my
sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth." That meml)er of
the visible Church of Christ who finds in his own heart no sympathy with this
active each

;

all-comprehensive desire of the Savior's benevolence, should ask himself solemn-

Am

"

ly,

I

a Christian

?

"

examples of benevolence, and they show us men never
The good Samaritan rested
not, after he had found the man who had fallen "among thieves," till he had
bound up his wounds, j)Ouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast,

Look

at the Scrii)ture

giving over effort

till

they had reached their goal.

and taken care of him, and left him provided for all
Paul and his associates, when they " heard that Samaria had
received the word of God," and that Rome, Corinth, Ephesus, and other extensive disu icts of the then known world were listening to " the word of this salvation," lifted up their voices in joy and thanksgiving; but there was remaining a

and brought him

to the inn

future wants.

Iiis

holy restlessness and concern for the unevangelized nations, which impelled

them

to

do yet more, and

to

Success gained was good,

on

to the

gering
the

When

completion, best.

[)eoi)le

five

reach " toward the mark " far yet in the distance.
for more success was better, and to press

to grasp

the Savior of

men saw

to be fed, the miracle by which he designed

loaves to " enough and to spare," so that baskets

ments were gathered up.
eternal life " enough and

The benevolence of God
to

si)are,"

and

five

thousand hun-

to feed
full

them, swelled

of remaining frag-

has laid up of the bread of

has called his people on earth to dis-

the Savior, for the love he bore to lost men,
course
throne in heaven on his mission of mercy, he paused not in his
l)ense

it

accordingly.

reached Calvary.

When

Poverty, humiliation, " living a

left his
till

he

man of sorrows and acquainted

buffetings
with grief," suffering the agonies of Gethsemane, and the scourgings,
were not enough to
indignities of both Jewish and Roman malice all these
not>top, till on the cross
satisfy his love to our ruined race. He could not, would
Where, then, js a
death."
unto
"obedient
become
he had spilled his blood and

and

;

The
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stopping place for the Church of Christ, in
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tlie effort to

bring the world acquaint-

ed with the gospel of a Savior who so " finished his work?"
That which has been done has created a necessity for continued and
4.

Church of

greatly increased effort by the

Christ, in order to overtake the

wants

commenced often increases a
moral world. Look at the interesting fact

In the commercial world, a provision

of men.

Thus

demand.

also

that, in late years,

it

may be

in tlie

wherever heathen nations have been taught "the gospel of

the grace of God," multitudes are asking, entreating, yea shouting their calls for

The Spirit of the Lord, accompanying the breaking of the bread of life
which has been begun among the nations, has opened millions of lips to cry for
That which the Church
it, and made millions of hands to be 'outstretched for it.
has done in recent years, little as it is, has gathered around her such a vast
crowd of suppliants for her gifts, that she cannot get away from them, nor with-

it.

out cruel violence tear herself from the beneficent work she has begun.

Before

modern missions was commenced, the Church was scarce asked by
the dying nations to give them the gospel, because nothing had been done to
Ignoexhibit it among them as a blessing, and to call forth their desires for it.
rance of the precious boon kept them silent, though wretched. If, then, the
Church did not intend to prosecute tiie work with an energy commensurate
the work of

with the necessities of men, she might almost as well have refrained from

and abided

still

"under her own vine and

science would permit, her

own

privileges.

fig tree,"

it,

enjoying, as well as con-

But since she has betrayed the se-

must impart it to all
Hear the cry among the nations " for the bread
Can Zion now shut her ears to it? Can she ever again fold her arms

cret of her choice possession, in the blessed gospel, she
" as every

of

life.

man

hath need."

"

in peaceful inaction, or satisfy herself or the cravings

of the " hungry, starving

poor," with a stinted, tardy, and inadequate dispensation of the blessing?
If she wishes peace with dying

enjoy her

own

men, she must labor

blessedness, she must seek

hearted benevolence.

it

If she desires to

in the exercise

of the most large-

Let her open her treasures, never

she has published the gospel

among

sons and daughters, to go wherever

all

nations.

in this

With

to

shut them again,

this let her give

be

Then

will she both bless

till

up her

wretched world they are needed, to

carry the " glad tidings of good things;" praying, too, as she thus

ward.

No.

it.

for

and be blessed, and her peace

moves

for-

in active fidelity

great.

tlie Church has brought herself by her own prayers.
She
many years, to offer the supplication, " thy kingdom come."
Her Father and her God has taken her at her word, and begun to answer her
prayers. And the answers come in such a way as to create the present

5.

Into this strait

has professed for

necessity for the great and energetic increase of her efforts.
As said a late
American missionary, on this point, She must do more, or pray less.'" The
Church is in the way of the chariot wheels of the gospel, because her own
movements are not made with a celerity and energy commensurate with the
meaning of her own prayers. She must with new energy take up her march
of active and spirit-stirring benevolence, and move on out of the way of her
advancing Lord and the Hearer of prayer.
For the Church now to relax her efforts and to stay her hand in the good
6.
work she has begun, will bring upon her from a watching world and from the
enemies of the cross, the imputation of being spiritless, and lacking in courage
for a cause which it is known she calls dear and holy.
When in ancient times

The

1847.]
Israel

went

Deut. 20:

"

8,

upon

us.

283

was proclaimed at the head of her armies,
meet her
What man is there that is fearful and faint-hearted? let him go

forth to

and return

necessity laid
foes,

it

to his house, lest

his brethren's heart faint as well as his heart."
])rovidence of God, in the present position of the cause of Christian missions, has placed every Christian under circumstances in which he for himself
must decide whether he will move on with his brethren in this good work, or

The

step aside from the ranks, retire into quiet inaction, and take no part in the toils,
and achievements of Zion. There is and can be no

prayers, benefactions

neutral position or condition of feeling, in relation to the missionary enterprise.
Every professed Christian has the question to settle for himself whether he will

follow the " Captain of our salvation," in his goings forth for the spiritual conquest of the world, or turn back and purchase selfish and present ease at the

expense of his own

spiritual

own hope of eternal life.
What true disciple of
7.

comfort and prosperity

;

perhaps

at the

expense of

his

Christ, indeed, ever has stood aloof from the mis-

sionary enterprise, or gone back and

left

the field of effort from "weariness in

Demas who "loved this present world " forsook
good work, but Demas never was a Christian. " Alexander the

well<loing?"

after a time turned against the propagators

From

heartily their helper.'

Paul and the
coppersmith "

of the gospel; but was he ever

a certain time, "

many of

Christ's disciples

back and walked no more with him," but were they true disciples.'
"lie which endureth unto the end," in every good work, is the disciple
will be

owned

" in the last day."

Paul never retired from the

field

went

who

of labor and

He died upon it. So did Peter, James, John, and every other tried
and true soldier of the Lord Jesus Christ. There are some who are of their
spirit in these days
some gone forth to the field and others who have been
called from it to their rest men and women "that have hazarded their lives
for the name of the Lord Jesus," " comiting not their lives dear unto themselves " if they could but aid the progress of his gospel, and tlie triumphs of his
truth among men.
Such laborers in the Cliurch would be afraid of receding
from their steps, as they would of " drawing back unto perdition." But more
conflict.

;

;

;

than fear holds them

And
in

Love

faithful.

to Christ

has bound them to his cause.

no danger of their forsaking him, so long as that feeling shall live
"the love of Christ contheir hearts and testify itself in their labors
there

is

—

straineth us."
8.

And

again

;

it

is

necessary that the moral energy and perseverance of

Christian benevolence in the

and

to the

to souls,

work of missions should prove

conscience of the world, an over- match for the

every where

throughout

all

rife

and seeking men's destruction.

of malevolence

Let every Christian,
is every

the ranks of the churches, open his eyes and see what

where going forward

for

soul

destruction.

vanities," in the progress of invention

Consider the countless "lying
for this fearful and fatal

and application,

the thousand forms of false religion, even in lands where the gospel
known; the ever shifting shapes and shades of atheism, the doings of the

purpose
is

the sight

itself, in

s{)irit

;

See how men employ powerful minds, and
expend years of precious time, and millions of money and day and night toil,
See the evidences, every where and in
plan, and devise mischief for souls.
constant disclosure, that "the prince of this world" intends to keep the world
He has at his comin its wretchedness and wickedness, as in revolt from God.
" beast and the false prophet."

;

mand,

yet, the

wealth and resources of almost the entire world.

balance of the mighty minds

in

it is

employed

in

his service.

The

vast over-

There

is

some-

The
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necessity laid

upon

[Aug.

us.

thing in wiiat the Christian sees every hour, to remind him of that Scripture
expression, " the Spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience."

God, truth and righteousness are every where the objects of men's aversion.
Now it is obvious that such a world will never be delivered from its thraldom

embrace the gospel as the great remedy for its
guilt, by a few languid efforts of ChrisA few hundreds of missionaries cannot spread
tians, made for a few years.
themselves over the dark continents and islands of the seas, and fill them with
gospel light in a day, a month, or a year. The distribution of a few millions of
bibles and good books will not bring the churches to the end of their labors.
A few seasons of monthly concert in prayers, observed by less than half the
to sin

and Satan, and brought

miseries and as

its

to

only purifier from

Church, have not yet brought us to the period when we
no more occasion to wrestle in prayer with God for a
dying world. The scale of Zion's eflTorts must be more extended than ever yet
There must be enlisted in the great object of
it has been, an hundred fold.
evangelizing the world, a benevolence which shall burn in the breast of every
member of the visible church on earth, with an intenseness like that in the
bosoms of angels; which shall prove itself " mighty, through God," beyond the
wicked and malignant forces of sin itself; a benevolence instinct with something like the omnipotence of God, the Holy Spirit, its author a benevolence
which shall be untiring in toil which shall need but to be pointed by the finger
of Providence to any "dark place of the earth," to be immediately moved forth
towards it, as uj)on the swifc wings of angels, with the messages of salvation.

members of the

may

visible

cease, as having

;

;

A

it must be, wliich shall hold on its way, devise and work its
new, ingenious and efficient, for good to men's souls which shall
disregard and trample upon obstacles; and which, in strength given from above,
shall rise from one degree to another in the intensity of its energies, and in the
majesty and irresistibleness of its movetnents till all who hate the divine glory,
on earth and in hell, shall see that " the victory is the Lord's," and that the
triumph is given to "the people of the saints of the Most High God."
One more argument only, from among multitudes, will be given for the
9.
position stated it is found in the vow of devotion to the kingdom of Christ,

benevolence

plans, ever

;

;

;

•

which has been made by every member of the visible Church. Christian
reader, you remember the Sabbath and the solemn hour when you stood in the
presence of God, angels, the Church and the beholding world, to "avouch the
Lord Jehovah to be your God," and to consecrate yourself to his service and
kingdom forever. Perhaps you remember the very spot in the sanctuary where
you stood, when you assented to the solemn covenant; and in it you said,
" 1 will love the kingdom of Christ and live for its advancement.^^
Men of the
world heard you make this vow. The brethren and sisters of " the household
Angels looked on while you pledged it.
"The Three
of faith" heard it.
who bear record in heaven " witnessed it. It was written in " the book of
remembrance" which is before God. You have been watched, from that
solemn hour to this, by Him whose eye takes unerring note of your fidelity or
your failure. And while you look on the world, for whose enlightenment and conversion to Jesus Christ you have bound yourself, with all his people, think of that
Scripture, "Thy vows are upon me, O God;" and that also, "I have opened
my mouth unto the Lord, and I cannot go back." And hark to the voice from
the eternal throne, which says to you, " Pay that thou hast vowed for better is
it that thou shouldst not vow, than that thou shouldst vow and not pay."
But why do we appeal to the conscience alone, of the Clu'istian, on this sul?^
;

The men we

1847.]

need.

2g5

We

would not speak simply for the enforcement of obligation, or the
?
arousal of solicitude, and of fear for " the ark of God." There is
a brighter view
to be given,— that of the Christian's privilege of laboring for the
glory of Christ
and the salvation of a dying world. Professed follower of the Lord Jesus,
we trust that there is in your heart a faith in Christ precious, a love to him

ject

having warmth, intensity
intelligent, hearty

in

;

and a consecration to his service and kingdom, specific,
which you do sympathize with him in his desire for the
;

men and that this faith, love and consecration of spirit are preparing you to be a faithful laborer for Christ, and an earnest and unceasing intercessor for his mercy upon this lost world. And when you shall lay down this

salvation of

paper,

;

may He who

" searcheth the heart" see in you the sentinient and
the
and never to be abated or lost 1 would not be excused

feeling, deep, tender,

;

from participating in this good work if I could. Be mine the honor and the joy
of being a laborer together with Christ, and with the Church which he has
"purchased with his own blood," in publishing through the world "the gospel
of the grace of God," and in bringing
is

above every name,"

—

name of

" tlie

men

to

Jesus,"

hear and love that

— "the friend

"name which

of sinners"

— "Im-

E. VV. H.

THE MEN
The

following well framed and well

the Rev.

Henry Ward Beecher

They were

WE

pointed remarks are part of an address

at the late anniversary

here described are needed every where,

Home

in

to other

home

West,

field

may

finish their

Lord Jesus,

men who

count not their

shall

life

of the

West;

JMen such as are

longitudes.

the East as in the

made by

Missionary Society.

at

home and abroad;

of bold hearts and strong hands, servants of the Most High God,

of the Holy Ghost;
they

of the

applied, as the reader will perceive, specially to the

but are also applicable with slight variations

men

NEED.

full

of faith and

dear unto themselves, so that

course with joy, and the ministry which they have received of the

to testify the gospel

of the grace of God.

at which there ought to he churches, to one where
one.
How are they to be planted ? They will not grow of themselves.
They will not come by accident nor sj)rout up like a root out of dry ground.
The minIf they are to exist, it is to be upon some man's self-denying labor.
ister must form a church
he must gather a people togetlier.
And what does gathering mean?
are the people? They have come
together from the four quarters of the globe, and every intermediate point of the
compass. Here is a Carolinian his neighbor is from Tennessee this man came
from Maryland, and that from Pennsylvania. There is a group of Kentuckians,
and over against them a neighborhood of New Englanders. AH came to the
West in an adult state, with their local prejudices and social customs— with
their refinetheir enterprise or indolence
their education or their ignorance
ment or rudeness. They came to the West to get out of the cramp of a populous state, where land was dear and enterprise crowded and exhausting. For
the most part, every man has a head, a pair of hands, and sturdy feet— a sturdy
and growing family at his back; and this is his capital. Every njan there 13
pushing for his maintenance first; then for competence; and then for wealth.
Here are the materials. Among such a discordant mass brought into juxtaposi-

There are a hundred points

there

is

;

—

Who

;

;

—

—

amalgamated, "the minister njust live; feel the sympathies of
with thetri
take no side— be of no sectional interest— live for them, with
them, like them, that by anv and all means he may bring them to Chr'^t- V
and digest
loves his work, it will (after'a little time for the mind to adjust itself
tion, but not yet

life

;

The men we

286
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need.

But if a man follows the ministry, not for its
the noveliies) be easy to do it.
sake, but for his own, let him keep out of the West ; at least out of its rural
districts.
If with such a field one is disgusted and would seek a better
what
would he have? The destitution of a people, their need of the gospel in other
words, the hardness of the field, is the most explicit call to it.
farmer may
well al)andon granite rocks, and penurious soils, for ampler farms in the fertile

—

—

A

bottoms

;

but spiritual

husbandmen may

not.

In such a field a minister must fall back almost wholly upon the spirit of the
He must have
apostles, if he would sustain his heart and strengthen his hands.
a victorious faith in the power of the Gospel. If a man were to enter a field of
labor in the West, and should sit down to count up the chances of success,
upon a mere business scale, after estimating the prejudices, the indifference of
some, the fierce zealotry of others, the sweeping tide of worldliness— if he observes how little has been done by those who have tried, how feeble is the light,
and how flickering and cheerless the faith of the few dispersed disci j)les he will
decide against the possibility of doing any thing. The antecedent probabilities
are always, on a worldly scale of measurement, against success in all encounters

—

with wickedness. But against all such, and many more discouragements, the
apostles opposed the immoveable conviction that Christ is the wisdom of God,
God unto salvation.
and the power of God that is the very word, xhe power
There is to be no calculation about it. The gospel must be pushed full into
the midst of every neighborhood by men who will not take defeat. The high,
calm, abiding purpose of their soul must be not victory or death but victory
They must find
at any rate.
It is this that must support a missionary ministry.
in the gospel, and not in the community, the sustentation of their faith and
courage.
Victorious faith in the power of the gospel can do any thing. No
The minister must cut himself
reliance must be placed on extraneous helps.
loose from all other hopes, he must give himself up to this divine imj)ulse of
certain victory; he must plunge in and say, "JVbi^?, Lord, I have gone for thee,
Nothing can stand
ivhole and forever, and whom have I hut thee to lean upon ? "

—

—

—

—

That is the wisdom of God, and the j)ower of God. If we had it in the
bead and in the heart, it would find its way out of our eyes and hands and
mouths. Without it a laborer is good for nothing.
But there is a harder thing than all this. He must be willing to sow and let
When a man sows liis grain, he comforts himself with hopes of
others reap.
the harvest; when he plants an acorn, he expects that he and his children may
when he sets out an orchard, he antici|)ates that he shall
sit under its shade
But the missionary in the West must expect to sow
j)luck the fruit himself
and let another reap. This is a hard test of his fitness for the work, but a true
one.
He must ask himself, "Am I willing without sympathy, without help,
unknown, uncared for am I willing to tug and heave at root and rock, and to
have here no reward for my labors? " If he can say yea, and then do it, happy
Great shall be his reward. I had rather at the last day take the
is that man!
I)lace of such an unknown, humble, patient, persevering soldier of the cross,
than that of the successful and popular preacher who was borne triumphantly
through his course by crowds of admiring converts. For O, is it not so, that
Is not our trial, are not our
if we suffer with Christ, we shall reign with him ?
very heart-pangs, necessarily endured for Christ, the brightest presages of heroic
exaltation with him in heaven ? It will be nothing to do the foundation work,
down beneath the surface, in all its roughness and toilsomeness
it will be as
easy to feel as we progress, "I shall never see the top stone placed, I shall
never dwell in the fair halls thereof, I shall die here in the wilderness, and all that
I have done shall only make a foundation for some one to stand upon and bring
for over our heads is Christ looking down
the v/ork up to the sight of men ;"
with the sweetest sympathy and most cheering encouragement, and whispering
in our ear both by night and day, "I that have suffered for you, will give you
the privilege of suffering a little for me." And all around him shines heaven
but just a step from us, soon to be inherited; and
his heaven, and our heaven
that.

;

—

—

;

—

—

—

who will
And by this

care for what

toil bent him, or what scars marked him ?
suggested another qualification for a missionary ministr}' that
Some men go out with
it be able to endure suffering with all cheerfulness.
high romantic ideas of what a western missionary must be, but fly in surprise
from the first pain. Yet hear Christ's words to his apostlei " In this world ye

then

—

is

:

—
Tke men we
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have tribulation." The apostle also writes to his disciples " Count it
all
joy when ye fall into divers trials," &c. These men declared that they were
as the offscouring of the earth, that they died deaths daily, that if in this life
only they had hope they were of all men the most miserable; and yet in all the
world there is not a book so free from sorrowful expressions, so full of hope,
joyous, exulting, overflowing hope. These men escaped from the clutches of
tyrants.
With the scourge yet stinging on their backs, plowed and furrowed
with suffering, they sat down to write epistles whose striking characteristics
are peace, joy, hope, cheerful sweetness of love, and gentle but ener"-etic
benevolence. These writings breathe not of the gloom of a prison. No'one
would dream that their chains clanked while their pens wrote. Such was their
faith; while we pigmies, boasting of our descent from the apostles— our aposwhy, one tear, one heart-pang, one year's hardship, sends us
tolic succession
dodging back over the AUeghanies, to sneak away into some comfortable village
Not so of the apostles of old. They blessed God that they were
at the East.
counted worthy to suffer for his sake. This was to them a precious j)roof of his
confidence in their faith. It was a privilege not to be thrown away on common
If men think they can start schools and supervise them, build
Christians.
academies and overlook them, raise churches and feed them, bear poverty,
reproach, the opposition of the sects, and all without suffering, they are very
much mistaken. Is there in this house any young man who has th.ought of
going to the West, and now feels disheartened at what I say ? Young man, let
me look at your face. You are not the sort of man we want such men I
know there must be. The spirit of Paul is not yet dead. I will not believe,
that when the call is made, none can be found rejoicing to go forth and to labor
At any
in hardship where it will be indispensable to suffer for Christ's sake.
rate, let those who go forth count the cost.
Nowhere else, niethinks, more than
in the new settlements of the West, is there more solemn meaning to the words
of Christ,
If any man take not up his cross daily, he is not ivorthy of Tne."
I must mention one peculiar suffering in the missionary's family; men cannot
suffer, they do not know what suffering is.
It is the missionary's wife on whom
fall first, fall heaviest.
Yet though they are enervated by the
the sorrows fall
unhealthy climate, though deprived of nine out of ten of the comforts of lif e, yet
They are
it is they who inspire courage into their husbands' weaker souls.
willing gradually to wither away, to sleep on the prairies, and after years of
hardship and suffering lie down until they shall be waked by the last trump
patiently living, f)atiently dying, and all to hold up their husbands' hands in the
work of the sanctuary. Such is the heroism of woman.
Let none suppose that a ministerial life, because such, is one of gloom or despondency. I do not believe a happier band of men ever came together
than I anmially meet in the Indiana Synod. What is their joy ? What their
pleasures? They believe in Christ. They believe in lieaven. They labor as
they who think it cannot be long until the day star arise, and the day itself
awakes. It is their joy to labor; their meat and drink is to do the wjll of
Christ— to gra[)ple with* rugged difficulties, to contest and conquer them. Under
Under their preachnig
their hand bone comes to lione— and then they rejoice.
shall

:

—

;

—

spring forth and then they rejoice. From the bosom of revivals
churches are born, and then they rejoice. They rejoice to see the wilderness
losing its asperity, and every year wearing a brighter face. They rejoice with
manly sympathy, in the uf)rising of a whole community of States— feeling that
they have contributed to form and fashion them. It is the joy of men w ho are
whole
taking part in the whole movement ol" society, who march forward with a
Ji
take.
generation, scattering the blessings of Christ at every step which they
of Christ.
this is not joy enouirh for any man, he has no business in the ministry
For such a minisn-y, God never offered before so ample a field o glorious
iiigh impulse
labor.
If there is vet heroism in the human heart, if there is the
endurance and
of enthusiastic devotion, if there is in any a sympathy in the high
^ylll burn
noble self-denial of the apostle, their ears will tingle and their hearts
quietwhile the sluggard and timid,
at the prospect of laboring in such a field
himselt Horn tne
loving disciple will only fall down at the prospect, and hide
W^hen a botanist enteis oui
great work of the Amel ican church, in our day.
sheet of new floweis ne
after
Sheet
prairies, his heart swells with rapture.
lurnisnes a iie.n
gathers; one rolling plain rises above another, and every one
thus lavismy
supply so that he feels as il'he could never grasi) all the treasures
revivals

;

;

;

VOL. xxvii.
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poured out before him. So it is with the Christian. What a field is here
There is no end, nor bound, nor limit but that of human strength. Yet this
treasure is not in gold ready stamped, fresh from the mint, and ready for immeIt is to be found in rich veins of ore, which must be dug up,
diate circulation.
and smelted, and hammered, and fitted to receive the heavenly stamp. Here
It is no
is as much work as a man's heart can conceive, or his hand can do.
sounding work, no flash and show work, no mere surface work; but hard, real,
missionary work a blessed work, which will find its reward in heaven. God
has plainly pointed out this work to you. God has rolled over the burden uj)on
your shoulders, and you must bear it. You must bring up your children with
higher ideas of the Christian ministry you must feed them with gospel food,
and in gospel spirit teach them to live by faith, and not by sight; for they must
not hold their lives dear unto them.
It is no higher than the
Do not tell me that I set up too high a standard
apostolic standard.
You have the apostolic standard (that is, the highest) in
!

—

;

!

law, in politics, in commerce, in manufactures, in every thing else. In every
walk of life are found many who act for earthly good with a thorough, enthusiMen are to be found every
astic, unswerving consecration of every power.
where who, for $2000 a year or less, will brave every danger, will live in the
most unhealthy spots, bear the fever and ague, drag out existence around bogs
and swamps, do any thing and every thing. They will go any where, bear any
hardship, labor and trade day and night, and this only for mammon, for filthy
lucre, for self, for pelf.
It is a wonderful but a mean heroism.
But for the
cross, and for Him that hung thereon, for heaven, for the church, for the souls of
dying brethren if there are no men to be found who, for these, are willing to
encounter an unhealthy neighborhood, I could wish the church washed out and
cleansed, that the old, apostolic spirit of Christ might return and reanimate her!
But there are such men there must be
There is never a need for men in
God's cause, but, from some where or other, they come
and they must come
from among you. May God speed that day
VVhen God takes your sons and
daughters for such a work as this, a loss like that will make you rich indeed.
Methinks I can hear the prayers that a mother breathes over the heads of her
sons who have become such ministers I can hear the blessing that murmurs
forth from the father's lips as they leave for their harvest field.
Oh I love
New England No words can teil the yearnings of aflTection with which all
her sons look back to their native hills. Yet with all the warmth of my love,
the best I can wish her is, that she may become the mother of an innumerable
army of such ministers as shall faithfully do their Lord's work in the ready,
whitened fields of the Great West.

—

!

;

!

—

!

;

!

!
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Mr. Binney writes

Karen Theological School.

At page

239

(Annual

Report)

our

— Course of instruction — Dis-

;

cipline.

readers have been presented with a sue|

ciat

view of the school

for

Karen

native

'

preachers, taught by Mr. Binney at Maulj
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and brings down the history of the school
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I

The

fourth term, being the second

dry season term of the Karen Theological School, closed some days since.
It was in progress nearly four months,
with thirty-seven pupils, making the
whole period of study for the past
year about nine months.
A part of
the pupils had their families with
them as usual, and it is with great
pleasure I assure you, that I had less

Burmah.
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difficulty in thus keeping them together the past term, than I experienced the year before for a much
shorter jieriod. Indeed, it can hardly
be said to have given nie any trouble,
for about all that was said of returning
to their homes, was in cousequence of
having set no definite time for the
closing of the term.
We have not yet
thought it advisable to be very definite
on that point. Without, however, any
reference to the dispositions of the pupils, it will probably be found that nine
months study per year is sufficient for
pupils in this country. The remaining three months, broken into vacations, they need to recruit themselves,
and to be among the people doing
what good they can. Ten of the pupils
were dismissed about
three
weeks before the term closed, that
they might return to Rangoon, repair
their houses, and make some little
provision for their fiimilies in season
to be here again at the commencement
of the rains.
During the past term, the oldest
class have given their attention mostly
to systematic theology.
I regretted to
take up, at so early a period, this department of study but the subjects
were before them, with some misapprehensions
and 1 could not well
avoid entering upon them, either with
or without system. I thought the systematic course best adapted to their
minds. I found them quite inclined to
metaphysical discussion this however
1 discouraged, so far as I could, and
rested every thing u[)on the sitnple authority of the Bible.
The meaning of
every [)assage of the New Testament
had been admitted in their exegetical
course they were now taught to classify, and thence to form their system.
8o ihi- as they were able, they first
gave me in writing their own inferences from the passages furnished
them. We then went into the discussion of the subjects, when I gave a
more definite form to their work. For
this coiuse they had been trained to
some extent, when taking the subject
of every paragraph in the exegetical
course.
Of each recitation they took
a synopsis with all the Bible references. My own text-book, 1 was compelled to prepare daily, as the class
progressed.
During the term, this
class have also devoted considerable
;

;

;

—

attention to comj)osition and sermonizing.
In the latter, the main object
has been to help them to preach the
3ible, Christ and him crucified, in as

289

simple and perspicuous a manner as
possible, and to persuade them not to
go forth as mere disputants, nor as revilers of other men's religion
but to
wield "the sword of the Spirit," looking unto God by the aid of his Holy
Spirit ibr success.
;

The younger classes have pursued,
during the term, the usual course of
exegesis in chronological order. With
them I have tried the plan of shorter
and more thorough lessons, with less
frequent reviews. Thus far, however,
it has not succeeded
so well as the
plan followed with the first class, viz.,
long lessons and frequent reviews.
But it has not yet had a fair trial.
Much allowance must be made for the
age, abilities and previous knowledge
of the older assistants. In connection
with this study, they have received
much instruction from some of the
older class, preparatory to their recitation with me.
This I have found a
As
profitable exercise to both parties.
those who taught knew that every
mistake would come to nie at the next
recitation, they were cautious what
they taught, and generally questioned
beforehand respecting thedifficult pasThe class, on the other hand,
sages.

watched

closely

their

teacher,

and

me

an account of every point
It
in which they had had any doubts.
led to close study on both sides, and
served to fix the different points in
These classes have
minds.
their
also devoted much time to arithmetic
during the dry season. This instruction has been given wholly by a native
teacher, the young man whom I have

brought

to assist

me now

in

the school,

&c.

other exercises of the school
have been as in previous terms. You
will be pleased to learn that the discipline of the school has ceased to give

The

&LC.

Their improvebeen quite
equal to their growth in knowledge.
The first class especially have done

me

special

ment

trouble.

in other respects has

themselves great

credit.

They were

diligent in study and unexceptionable
They seemed to
in their deportment.

of what
in some degree conscious
was belbrethem, and resolved to make
be

themselves

good

examples

to

the

prepared to
school, that they might be
the churches,
let their li.oht shine before
s
when enimsted with the care of Christ
flock.

ordained
Graduation of the first class-Four
qualifications.
10 the ministry-Their

The

close of this term

was

a time of

Burmdh.
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deep interest to us all. The four persons composing the first class were
about to leave us, and to go forth as
the ministers of Christ. They were
among the first placed under my care.
They were selected from the other assistants and were formed into a class
by themselves, because they were
among the few who, it was supposed,
might be most safely trusted with

power

to

administer the ordinances.

Two

were from
were from the

They

and two
Rangoon.

this vicinity,

vicinity of

much

natural disposiol' each,
and their attainments on the whole, led
to their selection, as the first here to
receive ordination.
They are far liom
differ

in

whole character

tion, but the

possessing that knowledge which we
regard as desirable for the ministry.
But their qualifications as a whole, together with the wants of the field, being considered, Mr. Vinton thouglit it
not desirable longer to keep them from
the work, and in this opinion I fully
concurred. However pleasing it might
be to me still to continue them in
study, I could not under the circumstances think it right to do so. Never
did I lay hands upon candidates with a
deeper conviction that God had called
them to this work. That they will do
good we do not doubt. That they will
not do harm, we depend much upon
their knowledge of God and of his
word, and of the way of salvation,
much upon the good common sense
which they each of them seem to possess, but more, far more, we rely upon
the grace of God to go with them, to
guide and to bless them in their laThey are all of them acceptable
bors.

[Aug.

Though he knows more,
and has more mental power, than any
other Karen 1 have seen, yet his active
and independent mind has given me
sonje anxiety. But he has grown so

others.

much

in the

graces of the heart with-

two years, he has manifested so
deep an interest in all that affects the
in

weilare of the churches, he is withal
so conscious how little he yet knows,
that 1 cannot but think his own improvement, and the many duties and
responsibilities which he will find in
the vicinity of Rangoon, will aflford
ample scope for all his mental activity.

Aupaw will be within a few days
walk of Kyahpah, and they are expected to work together.

They

love

one another and have great confidence
each other. Aupaw is the op[)osite
of Kyahj)ah in every respect. He is
very deliberate in all his thoughts,
in

words and actions; careful how be
commits himsellj yet very independent

his opinion is formed.
He
has long since been tried in the fire of
persecution and pronounced to be pure
gold.
To work alone, he would not
probably have much power but associated with Kyahpah, his influence
will be invaluable.
Tahoo is to be numbered among the
He is one of the earliest discielders.
|)les in this vicinity, has a good mind,
though rather slow, and what he
knows he teaches with good eflfect.
He has too much attachment to the
})lain, simple gospel, as he first learned
go far astray. His deportit, ever to
ment is such as cannot fail to commend the gospel to his fellow men.
preachers.
He will doubtless do well in the disciPrahhai would do honor to many of pline of the church.
our pupils at liome. He is perfectly
These men had all of theni received

and graceful in his mangood voice, is clear in the
conception of his thoughts, and equal-

when once

;

self-j)0;isessed

more or

ner, has a

to

clear in his mode of presenting
them to others. But his peculiarity is,
that he preaches with great point and
power to the heart and to the conscience. He never beats the air, and
seldom selects a subject too deep for
his abilities and the object sought.
He is also a strict disciplinarian willing to be disciplined, and ready to
discipline others if necessary.
ly

—

Kyahpah has an

active, discriminating
very ambitious. Were he
in college at home, he would be satisfied
with nothing short of the valedictory.
He is greedy of knowledge, and has a

mind, and

happy

is

tact

in

communicating

it

to

me.

coming
During the past two years,

less instruction before

here, they have devoted considerable
time to arithmetic and geography, and
have received instruction on history
and other subjects as opportunity presented. My great object however has

been

to teach

subjects,

and

them the Bible and its
them to teach

to enable

the gospel to others. They have carestudied an epitome of the Old
Testament, and have pursued an exegetical study of every passage of the
New Testament, with analyses, &c.,
I ought peras I have before stated.
haps to except the Revelation. I have
never felt satisfied with the usually
received interpretation of that book. I
have so much doubt respecting the
fully

Burmah,
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large portion of

it,

that
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consented

I

to take charge of them on
to teach it with condition that a native teacher
should
confidence. My main object instruct them.
therefore in requiring the class to
Doings of the Ordaining Council.
study it, was to point out to them its
difficulties, and to urge them not to
We append to the above exceedingly
attemi)t to preach or to leach that of
gratif^/ing statement a copy of the minutes
which they themselves were yet ignorant, but to confine their preaching to of the ordaining council, with which we
such topics and passages as were plain have been favored by Mr. Binney. It is
In this respect, 1 think the more than a harmless
to them.
curiosity that we
study of Revelation greatly benefitted
consult in this.
A thoughtful mind will
I

could not pretend

much

thern.

In systematic theology, they have
very thoroughly studied the evidences
that the Old and New Testaments are
the word of God, and some of the
more simple rules of interpretation, or
rather, some of the requisites to a correct understanding of the Bible.
The
however, I have generally
latter,
taught in connection with the exegetiIn the manner stated on
cal course.
the first page they have studied the existence and attributes of God, the
deity and liuuianity of Christ, and the
character and offices of the Holy Spirit.
Also, the subjects of the ^J'rinity ; of anof Divine provigels, good and evil
dence and creation of the character
and condition of men of regeneration,
justification, sanctification and perseverance ; of the constitution, officers,
ordinances, duties and discipline of the
church, together with the duties of

see

these orderly and scriptural proceed-

in

ings the elements and promise of a proper
ecclesiastical

organization

which

churches,

in

now

are

Karen

the

numerously

springing up, and which must give character to the

more numerous churches of suc-

ceeding generations.

It

is

also

an occa-

sion of gratitude

to

God, and we love

dwell on

by

his Spirit

He

dence

harvest;

it,

is

that

calling

laborers of

home

laborers into his

whom we

to cherish a confident

to

and provi-

are allowed

hope, that they will

labor wisely and faithfully and gather fruit

;

;

unto everlasting

life.

;

preachers and deacons. So
is concerned, I can
but think that they have enough to
keep them I'rom doing harm, and to
enable them, with the blessing of God,
to fill the place assigned them by the
providence of God among the yet ignorant peoj)le of their nation.
I have been the more particular in
the above statement, that you may
know what course I iiave pursued in
j)astors,

far as

knowledge

their instruction.

The younger

classes

''M'ldon, Feb. 20, 1847.
to a call from br. Vinton,
Karen church at Newton,

"Pursuant

the
from Newton,
delegates assembled
Newville, Bootah, Chetthingsville and
for

Dong Yan.

On motion of br. Vinton, br. Binney
took the chair, and br. Bullard was appointed scribe.
Prayer was oflTered by Panlah, the
Karen

eldest

Chetthing and Panlali, Doopo,
Tau nio|>ah, Kau pan pah,
Plo paw, Te law from Dong Yan, Rev.
E. B. Bid lard, Dea. Ahwah, Bahmee,
Kone lauk, Slnvay bo; from Bootah,
Poo ha pah, Dea. Ta |)ah, Tab ban ko,
Tau nah, Myah lah, Myah o6 from
Newton, Rev. Messrs. Vinton, Binney
and Harris, Maw yah po, P. tee,
Shwav l)oo, Kvan tlioo, and Pah poo.

are to be with me longer, and will receive a more thorough course. The
luture, however, is in the hand of God.
1 can only say, if the Karens fail to
have a thoroughly instructed ministry,
it will not be, so far as I can see, from
any want of interest among themselves.
They only need us to say what they
ought to do, and to |)resent the right
motives, and they are ready to do it.
have every encouragement to do

tsaw,

our duty

Stilson,

We

in this respect.

Mr. Binney adds

Pah

A

class of thirty Karens asked the
privilege to remain here and study

arithmetic during the dry season, and

klah,

;

;

On

motion of br. Vinton, Rev. Messrs.
Beecher and Burpe, together

the native assistants present,
invited to take part in the deliberations of the meeting.

with

in a postscript:

assistant.

following were reported delegates from the churches, viz.: from the
church at Chetthingsville, Dea. Kahpaw, Swaytsah, Pah Bootah, Tobaw,
Tsawwavv; from Newville, Dea. Law-

The

were

all

'

The Council then proceeded to the
ni the
exatnination of the candidates

Tavoy Mission.
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Prahhai, Tahoo,
These brethren
to their Christian
experience, call to the ministry and
views of doctrine; after which the

threatened

fatal

seem

much

Council expressed their full satisfaction on the several points, respecting
each of the candidates. It was then
Voted to proceed to the ordination
of the above named persons.
Voted, that br. Bullard make the Ordaining Prayer, and lay on hands together with brn. Vinton, Beecher and

culture.

following order,

viz.,

Kyahpah, Aupaw.
were examined as

that

[Aug.

consequences.
labor and

been expended there, but the
danger of being

and

The

fitted

good

lost for

seed

sprung up, are ready
native wildness, and

and

briars

thistles.

have

fruits are in

once were cleared

sower, and where

been

has

would

want of continuous

fields that

for the

It

sacrifice

scattered
to
to

return

be

and
to

much
has
their

choked with

A remnant may never-

theless be saved.

Harris.

Voted,

that

br.

Vinton

give

the

Mr. Cross writes Dec. 26,

Right Hand of Fellowship.
Voted, that br. Binney give the
Charge.
Voted, to adjourn to this evening, at

We

arrived at Ulah, br. Brayton's
principal station on the Tenasserim.
His dwelling house and large chapel,
which seem to have been well made,
are still remaining; but they are in a
dilapidated and forsaken condition.

early candle-light, for the ordination
services.
N. B. The ordination took place this
evening, as above voted.
E. B. Bullard, Scribe."

The garden which he had made, and
set with many choice shrubs and fruit

completely choked with junand weeds. But this is too
much a picture of the greater work
I need make only a remark or two
on the above. The examination of the which he has labored as a man of God
candidates was thorough, and well sus- to accomplish and much the saddest
part of the picture consists in this unIt
tained for upwards of five hours.
was conducted in Karen, but inter- happy resemblance. It is astonishing
preted sufficiently for others to know with what rapidity a place cleared in
fully the nieritsof the case.
Questions one of these jungles will return to
were freely proposed by the different more than its former impenetrable
members of the Council, and some of state, when left to itself But he who
the njost difficult questions respecting opens the jungles of heathenism has
church discipline were proposed by accomplished a work to which the
Karen assistants, members of the other bears a perfect similitude. The
Council. It was interesting to hear second jungle is more easily removed
in some respects than the first, though
br. Bullard propose questions in Sho,
(or Pgho,) and the candidates answer it presents a more formidable aj)pearand this may be true also in
in Sgau, and understanding each other ance
(except one or two of the answers) both cases. Either needs the constant
without difficulty. May we not cease hand of the cultivator, and without it
to pray for the blessing of God to be will immediately present the aspect
with these our brethren in all their which is presented by this garden and
dwelling house. Br. Brayton has been
labors.
alone.
He has had an immense territory of labor under his charge, embracing a great variety of work. His wife
Tavoy Mission. Journal of Mr. Cross. has been ill for years, and no missionary sister has been near 'for much of
In December and January last Mr. the time to relieve the, constant and
Cross accompanied Mr. Brayton on a visit immediate attentions of the husband.
There has been none but him to teach
to Ulah and other villages on the Tenassetrees, is

Mr. Binney adds,

gle cree|)ers

;

;

—

rim

(See pp. 182

the schools none beside him to take
care of the Salongs, an interesting
island people who have almost forced

excursion

themselves upon his hand as "Jesus

some of the Karens who had professed

Christ's man ;"— none but him to look
after people scattered over a vjist territory, of Karens of both tribes.
If then

river,

preparatory to
country.

parture for

this

and 244.)

They found

that

fahh

in

in

Mr.

this

B.'s

the gospel, had fallen from

steadfastness.

At Ulah

cess of deterioration had

;

de-

their

especially a pro-

commenced, which

a
I

little

which

spot
his

more favored than

own hands had

the rest,

cultivated,

Tavoy Mission.
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should return to jungle again,

wonder.

am

most

it

is

—Journal of Mr. Cross.
no

impressed with the fact that he must have
some one associated with him, or the
whole field, which he has been cultivating for years, njust soon present a
worse appearance than this. Indeed
this now is the centre of all that can be
found of the Mergui churches.
We spent the Sabbath at this place,
but the congregation was exceedingly
I

strongly

293

encouraging than these are discouraging.

From Ulah Mr. Cross
gui,

returned to Merwhere he parted with Mr. Brayton
;

and proceeded thence to Kabin and Pyee-

khya which belong

to

the southern

Tavoy

stations.

Church

at

Kabin

— Native

assistants.

This is accounted for in part
the fact that the goungkouk and
his train were absent, who would have
swelled the little number. Yet the

Dec. 31. Arrived again at 3Iergui
and parted with br. Brayton; whose
heart is broken that he n)ust not
and can not stay to watch over his
scattered flocks, but must leave them

few who came appeared

so

small.

from

On Monday we
to visit

well.

up the river
some niembers of the church
started

farther up.
Of many of these we
evil reports, and br. Brayton
was anxious to see them particularly
on this account. Some of these reports we found were too true.
One
young man had completely backslidden and his mind was destroyed. At
his marriage, which had just taken
place, he had practised the heathen
customs. His father had been guilty
of drinking arrack. Fartijer on, a wostill

had heard

much more

were

destitute than they

even before.
Started for Kabin, where a protracted meeting has been appointed by Mr.

The assistants from the upper
country have been there about a week,
and are holding meetings with the
church mornings and evenings and
during the day they make visits among
those of the people who are unwilling
Mason.

;

to

come

to the meeting.

1847.
Having been driven
back by a strong east wind, which

Jan.

Jst,

us away despite a jjowerful
spring tide, I obtained a light hoat, and
date for goungkouk, had listened to arrived at Kabin about midnight.
her heathen children and had been
2.
The people after their morning
feasting the Nats.
But hearing the worshif), which 1 did not attend, came
gospel for a short time, her heart en masse to w elcome me at the teacher's
seemed to melt, and she expressed an house. 1 was compelled to confess
anxious desire to Ije away from the myself happily disappointed. This is
evil influences which surrounded her. the church where the assistant who
were happy to be convinced that has been mentioned in missionary resome of the reports made against these ports, etc., apostatized in so sad a mandisciples were nothing but the ma- ner.
A large number have followed
Yet
licious tales of the lieathen about them. or profess to have followed him.
Yet nothing is more evident than that w hen 1 look around at the house which
the people here are languishing for the they have made for the missionaries;
religious privileges of which they have the order and neatness of every thing
been dei)rived.
They are in the midst about; their chapel, and paths cut
of wolves. They nujst be guided and sujooth through the tall grass; the
instructed, or they will perish. Now pains they had certainly Uxkeu to prethere are none to help. It makes one's pare every thing for the expected meetheart bleed for them, to think of their ing; I should not have thoujiht that this
dangers.
At one place where a young was not a large and flourishing church
man had been stationed during the and particularlv when 1 found myself
rains, not one had listened to him and almost overwhelmed with their salutathough in the family of professed tions and welcomes. The truth is, a
Christians, it was with great difficulty few of the church have remained steadthat he could get two children to be fast, and the voung man now stationed
instructed, or restrain their lather from with them has evidently exercised

man whose husband was

swe[)t

then candi-

We

;

:

habitual violation of the Sabbath.
But
these are all momentary discouragements we can readily recover from
:

their effect when we reflect that they
are only the fruits of a want of efforts
in their behalf; whereas the fruits of
efforts made for them, are even more

great

skill

and

faithfulness in

mana-

them. His place has been one of
extreme difficulty. But there is the
appearance of great method and system in his work. There is no difhculty
cino-

in distinguishing the exact

those

who have

numbers

ot

transgressed and ol

Tavoy Mission.
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—Journal of Mr. Cross,

those who have remained faithful. I
spent Saturday and the Sabbath with
them, which were days of great interest to me, and afterwards went on my
way, leaving these young ministers to
pursue their course; for they seem at
no loss how to conduct themselves,
and evince no little skill and force in
their preaching, etc.

An

aged disciple

— Dangers

from Romanism.

An

old man, one hundred years old,
meeting to
in at the second
His strength seems
talk with me.
quite firm
he talks without trembling

came

;

and with unconunon

He

intelligence.

took the lead in the conversation his
sight and hearing are both good.
When 1 went out to see a granddaughter of his, who was sick and
whose case he had represented to me,
quite a long walk, I was surprised to
After befind he had followed me.
ing in the house for a moment, I turned
and found he was already in the house.
He could ascend the house, which like
native houses is high from the
all
ground, only by a bamboo ladder,
rickety of course, and yet the old man
was there safe within it, and had only
stretched himsell' for a moment to recover his breath a little.
The meeting of the native Christians
here was much more interesting than
it could have been under common circumstances, as they were perhaps the
warm hearted from among all the
churches farther up the coast, i. e. they
were those who like most to meet the
assemblies of the saints. I foiuid here
that the influence which the Jlomanists
are endeavoring to exert, though it has
but little to recommend it to the mind
of a Karen, yet from the endless craftiness with which it is sustained, may become very dangerous. None of the converts, so far as I could learn, have been
influenced to any extent, and but very
few of the heathen; but the fact that
these men have white faces among
them, and that they know every thing
with the utmost particularity about the
teachers and their affairs, has led some
of the native Christians to think that
(here may after all be but slight differ;

ence between them

and

their

God grant that this
be kept away from these
churches.
Christian belonging to a
4.
teachers.

may

A

own
evil
little

little

church on our way offered himself for
our guide, and we set off after shaking
hands with nearly or quite all of the
brethren.

A

guide

less

skilled could

[Aug.

hardly have conducted us with safety.
reached his house at noon, made
our dinner, and |)reached to the few
found
who would gather to hear.
here the next younger brother of the
He
old centenarian mentioned above.
is about ninety-five or ninety-six years
of age, resembles his older brother,
He was
but is much n)ore infirm.
father-in-law of the man who had been
our guide. The family seems to be
quite extensive, and the older brother
has been indefatigable in his efforts to
preach the gospel to the different
members and branches of llie family.
Old mat) as he is, he has often travelled miles on foot to visit and exhort

We

We

them.
Jungle travelling

— Resemblances

of Shos to

Sgaus.

OtH* Christian brother continued to
be our guide for an hour or two, till

we came upon

the

main

pnth,

which

extends perhaps along the whole coast,

from Mergui to Maulmain, a distance
of hundreds of miles. Yet it is a jun-

We

gle foot-path notwithstanding.
slept at last in an open plain near a
Burnjan village, and on the brink of a
river of considerable size, which vre
had just succeeded in crossing when

the night overtook us.
Our clothes
drank the dews like Gideon's fleece.

We

were ready to start on our
after day light, but we
found the tall grass had not completed
with us Gideon's sign. This is one of
5.

way

a

little

the worst feattires of jtuigle travel
the tall grass in the morning.
Our
path here had spread itself among the
different Burman villages in the neighborhood, and left us to ferret out our
part of it through the midst of tall wet
grass and small watercourses. These
latter however we had the pleasure
to find overhung
with a variety of
j>retty flowering shrubs, well sui)plied
with beautiful flowers. Before night
we missed our way, but fell in with
considerably large companies of Karens of both tribes, to whom we were
able to preach the gospel. At first
they were disposed to cavil and change
the subject,
a thing which the Karens
have a great faculty of doing whenever they please. They are deaf,
there is a bird, or a man at a short
distance, or a companion to whom
they can turn their attention, or they
can make some inquiry. Yet when
they find you are in earnest and determined to have their attention, as in
some of these instanrts, they seem to

—

—

Tavoy Mission.— Journal of Mr.
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with a degree of interest. It is
to be noticed ttiat while the Shos of
this region are perhaps quite equal in
numbers with the Sgaus, yet very few
of the latter are able to speak or understand Slio, while the former understand and speak the Sgau ahnost without exception, and ot^ten w itli so little
difference of idiom or jjronunciaiion
as, without some other inark of their
jjeculiarities, to render it quite imposlisten

sible to distinguish

!

them from mem-

may

We

mot on

my

to

merely to attend a protracted
meeting at Pyeekhya, and has not seen
them since, now two years. I was
obliged to send him alone a day's journey to stay a short time with his moiher.
But while taking my leave of'
him, the first Karen whom we had
met on our way, came up and })roved
to be from the same neighborhood
and we were enabled to send away
our young friend with an injunction
to improve an opportunity, which God
seemed to have given him, of preaching the gospel to one ol his former

'

j

!

,

i

!

j

morning was ivithoul even a track which extended faran old dilapi<lated house
which we soon catne across, and for
the accommodation of which the little
path we had enjoyed seemed to iiave
i)een made.
The Karens with me
ther than

knew

the general course only as they

were guided by the river on whose
brink we had slept. We were obliged
to pick and cut our way through such
a jungle as is to be found only upon
the borders of an Asiatic river.
Beside all manner of other creepers is
the ratan, which perhai)s is worst of
all.

Jt

is

furnished

with most

evil

thorns, which to serve the most evil
ends are either like a needle or a fish-
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fact

to

abund-

them, and

common

to all

infrequent one, "that a man here or
there has been eaten by a tiger."
crossed
but one stream which is
swollen by the tide, and here the tide
happened to be out and we were onl}^
obstructed by mud. Our ftatli to this
point had been multiplied into almost
every direction to accommodate different villages. It had been often obstructed too by mud svvam|)S and buffalo ponds
but now it was to be a
simple path on dry land, and overhung
by a dense forest almost impervious
to the otherwise burning rays of the
sun, and only to be interrupted in this
pleasing circumstance by an occasionplain.
We stop|)ed for a nioment
on the brink of this river and were
overtaken by the largest company of
Karens which I have ever seen, except

meeting. They were
were on their way to
Pyeekhya ;— young and old, male and
female, and of all classes, the tinselled
fop j)rotiisely covered with silver and
beads, and with the common dirty

at a protracted

Sgaus, and

dress of the

was
this

natural

al

]

Our way

the

;

ters

6.

part to the

We

first

playmates.

in

beasts, a dread of the huniun face.
Yet the occurrence is by no means an

landing at Maulmain, and who, though
then a boy, has been willing to stay with
me ever since. He had left, it would
seem, an affectionate mother and sis-

;

be owing

ance of gatne accessible

We

I
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hook, and are ready to pierce you
as
best suits the circumstances.
'\Ve at
length found the common path, which,
whenever a track could be seen, was
well printed with the marks of
the
tigers which had been heard about
our
lodgmgs the night before. Jt is well
nigh enough to make a novice quail
to see merely the foot-prints of this
for-

midable and terrible beast; and it may
be regarded as wonderful that so few
deaths are inflicted by tigers. This

bers of that tribe.
crossed the Palaw river a little
before sunset, but, as our Karens supposed, a little too high up, and slept
on its brink.
were told that several persons had been killed and eaten
there, within a few months, by crocodiles.
In the night we were visited
on all sides by tigers, who came within
speaking distance, but gave us no larther molestation.
'i'his morning I parted for the first
lime with the young Karen, Tsnu

Sawmoo, whom

Cross.

to

make

Karens.
a

feast

Their object
for

the dead.

Neither our circumstances nor theirs
gave us a very favorable opportunity
and I listened to
to preach to them
the suggestion of the Karen on whom
placed most reliance, to wait till
I
we should come to a stream before us
all
at a considerable distance, when
would make a halt and we might
have some time to talk to them with;

out

interruption.

Though

they

fol-

soon heard the soft
and
strains of certainly a most rich

lowed

us,

we

mellow music coming in the o])posite
and directly fell ni with a
company of Sho Karens who met us.
The two parties detained each other
direction,

not see our
so long that I fear we did
at the
party again, though we found

Tavoy Mission.
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— Letter of Mr. Mason.

[Aug.

Letter of Mr. Mason.
brook where we had appointed to
stop, an almost equal number, to
whom we had the opportunity of Southern Tavoy churches Enforcement of
discipline.
])reaching. These were said to belong
in the region of Pyeekhya, and had
Mr. Mason left Tavoy on his annaal

—

By a desperoften heard the gospel.
ate effort I reached Pyeekhya notwithstanding our delay in the morning;
but only two of my company were
able to keep up with me, and the rest
came up some hours afterward.

southern tour the 6th of January, and after a

— Signs of an educated ministry.

mean native pastor; and he seems well to deserve the name of pastor. The church
seems to be in a good state. They
have just completed a new house for
the accommodation of the missionaries
when stopping with thenu It is easy
to see the good effects of thoroughly
educating a Karen ministry.
The
seminary which has been established
for this purpose, has irjdeed been in
existence but a few years but it is
evident that no small amount of the
true education of a Christian ministry
most

the

efficient pastor, 1

;

communicated.

been

has

were written

Here

in

these little jungle villages may be seen
those correct and well directed measures which may always be relied upon
in any place for the ultimate success
of the gospel. I only staid here long
enough to meet with the people twice
and again set out for Tavoy, being
greatly helped on my way by the
brethren, who loaded me with all
the kinds of eatables which they pos;

though perhaps most of
be disappointed, as their
places can hardly be in any way supplied so as to admit of their leaving
them.
1 arrived again in safety at TaJl.
voy, though not without meeting with
difficulties again at the mouth of Tavoy river. 1 found my family also in
in

school

them

;

will

and well. Br. Mason had left
about a week before, and was on his
way to Kabin to attend the meeting
which he had api)ointed.

safety

They

place, as

contain

some

of the instability and

misconduct of native members, intermingled with others of steadfastness and ad-

vancement; and show how indispensable
the incessant vigilance of a missionary

is

in a

community

emerge

just beginning to

from a state of moral debasement of which

wc

are accustomed to form but faint con-

ceptions.

Mr. Mason returned

to

Tavoy

Feb. 12.
I

had

been

so unwell

for

weeks before leaving Tavoy,

a few

that un-

der ordinary circumstances I should
not have thought of travelling; but I
knew that the time had arrived when
the assistants would be expecting me
at Kabin, and that, if I were not there
soon, they would soon disperse, and
my plans for the people be defeated.
In this calcjilation

When

1

was quite

correct.

reached Kabin on the afternoon of Saturday, the assistants told
me they had made up their minds to
return on Monday morning, as they
thought I would go up to Maulmain
with my children.
1

sess.
1 am extremely happy to find that a
desire for education is strongly awakened in the minds of the assistants.
Many who are now engaged wiih
churches, are extremely anxious to be

Kabin proceeded

following notices, re-

at the latter

permitted.

health

painful descriptions

The church at Pyeekhya may be regarded as the most interesting chm-ch
They have
in the southern districts.

at

The

ceived since printing our late annual report,

Pyeekhya church

few days spent

Pyeekhya.

to

Church

at

Kabin.

was much sicker on

the passage
town, so much so,
that on Friday morning, not knowing
but it would be the last record of my
pen, I wrote, "Last night was one of
the most bodily suffering I almost ever
had. I have no earthly wish to gratify,
but to finish the work which He has
given me to do." I suffered less subsequently, but was still unable to do
more while at Kabin than examine
the church and administer the communion.
The assistants however
preached, and I trust good was done.
They felt much encotiraged to see
several members of the church, who
had been given up as lost, come to the
meeting and confess their sins. The
assistant re[)orted the jjames of sixty1

than

when

I

left

I

Tavoy Mission.
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— Letter of Mr. Mason.

persons connected with the
chtirch, four of \%'()oin we were compelled to exclude, much fewer than
we had anticipated
thirty-one who
had sadly disgraced their profession,
but who came forward and professed
eight

;

penitence,

—

we suspended;

proved on examination

thirty,

to

who

have

led

consistent Christian lives during the
past year, were admitted to the Lord's
table, and three others were for satisfactory reasons prevented from attending; leaving the whole number in

natural impossibility, and this was the
best I could do.
They returned at the
close of the week and reported all the
people as having disgraced tlieir profession as Christians, but that most of

them appeared more or less penitent,
especially the females, and desirous to
have an assistant placed among them.
Twenty-seven names were reported as
connected with the church, one of
whom we had previously excluded,
and the other twenty-six we have
placed

among

good standing thirty-tliree. A few
wished for baptism, hut not being able
to administer the ordinance,

297

the suspended.

Ka-tay or Ka-wote.

did not
Two or three of the leading memexamine them. I brought away a list bers of this church were at our meetof inquirers consisting of eleven ing at Kabin. They ajjpeared well,
names; all young people, members of and the other members were well reChristian families.
ported of by the assistant, who was
I

also present

Them-boung.
I am not stire but br. Ingalls reported
this station as incorporated with Kabin.

The two

stations are really more disand wider apart than Patsauoo,
Palouk, and Pyeekhya, and I shall
therefore report them as distinct. The
tinct

the church, and one standing excluded
who gave good evidetice of repentance.
Of these, nine attended the
meeting, three of whom were suspended, the excluded person was received again to the church, tlie others
were admitted to the communiot), and
those ahsent were well reported of,
leaving fourteen in good standing.

down
time

I

to

the

told

tance.

Head waters of Palaw.

The

distance of this village from the
landing for boats precluded all thought
of my being able to reach it, so 1 sent

Sau Qua la and Sau Doo to visit and
examine the church. They have returned, and report well of all its mem-

One

bers.
rains,

to

come

Kabin some weeks before
to

the

be there my-

and

that a part must go on to
Mazau ; but, as Karens are prone to
do, they told somebody else ; so I
found when I arrived, that the work
self,

had been done to very little purpose.
of that church only were present
at our meeting, and though they professed repentance, yet tliey were not in

Two

a suitahle

be readmitted into
administered the communion Sunday, Jan. 17, and next day
I sent Sau Qua la and three more of
our hest assistants as a committee in
my stead, to visit every member of the
Mazau church at his own house, and
state to

the church.

I

died in the faith during the
five applicants for

and there are

baptism.
Pyeekhya.

assistants

had appointed

mem-

Had I been able, I should
have visited them, but a boat cannot
go nearer than within two or three
miles of their village, and I had not
strength to walk a fourth of that dis-

Mazau.

had

thirteen

for ba|)tism.

assistant I placed there last season, reported sixteen persons connected with

I

There are

bers of the church, and five applicants

Kabin Monday, January 2oth,
and reached Pyeekhya zayat Friday,
I

left

Jaimary 29. After my arrival 1 wrote,
" I had less strength on the way than
Kabin, and gained none while
at
thought it most probable
I
there."
that my work was done, and I had
nothing more to do than to lie down
and die. 1 appointed Sunday, Februai-y 7th, for communion clay, and sent
directions to Patsauoo and Palouk to
have all the Christians there, that could
leave their homes, come to communion
I told tlie people that
at Pyeekhva.
this

was the only thing

that 1 could

now do for thein, and probably it would
be my last act among them if I lived to
:

leave'them, I should not probably live
year.
to return to them again another
This is still the probability, but for

them a valuable assistant to come
and teach them if they would receive
to
him.
I would more willingly
have some unknown reason, not owing
done the work myself, but that was a medicine for 1 have taken none, I have
offer

Tadoy Mission.
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been improving graduaMy in my health
my arrival here, and I feel some

since

sligl)t

indications of returning to

and labor again

them

;

and

I

cannot say

how

many.

life

of which this letter
aftbrds practical proof
The whole number of j>ersons baptized here into membership with the

Palouk.

;

church since the commencement, is
one hundred and six. Of these nine
have died, and five remain excluded.
Twelve others have removed and
joined other churches, leaving eighty
of the original number.
To these
twenty-six have been added from other
churches; making the whole present

number one hundred and six. One
of these, a poor widow, I recluetantly
consented to suspend, though the
charges against her were not of a very
serious nature thus leaving the present number in good standing one hundred and five. Eight persons requested baptism, but 1 did not examine any
of them.
;

A communion

tention to

[Aug.

season

made

— "Out

of weakness

strong."

Immediately after having written the
above concerning the improvement of my health, the east wind,
a wind laden with disease, to old residents more especially, came on to
blow, and completely prostrated me
sentence

again; so that it was with difficulty I
could attend to the examination of the
church and the administration of the

communion. When the conununion
season however arrived, a gleam of returning life catne over my frame, and 1
rose up and addressed tlie two hundred
communicants before me with as much
animation as though in perfect health.
It was a jirecious, melting season, the
most precious communion season I
have ever enjoyed. If the streams be
so sweet, what must the fountain be ?
If these tastes of heaven mixed with
the impurities of earth as they are, be
delightful, what must be the glorious
fulness of heaven itself in all its purity
!

Patsauoo.

The whole number of original members of this church is thirty-six. Four
of these have died, and two removed
to other churches, leaving the present
number thirty. Two of these however
we have suspended, so that tlie whole
number in good standing is twentyThere are a few here too, who
eight.
have a[)i)lied for baptism, but I cannot
say exactly how many. One man from
the heathen party in that neighborhood
came up to me on Sunday evening,
to say that he believed in Christ and
had made up his mind to serve God.
Contributions to the Tavoy Missionary SoJudicious training.
ciety

—

have received during my present
excursion fifty-four rupees, twelve annas, for the Missionary Society, distributed among three hundred and eighI

ty-seven subscribers. Though the subscriptions are small, it is a pleasing fact
that so many names are enrolled among
the friends of missions in these wild
jungles. 1 have also received pay for
about seventy hymn books sold to the
members of the churches at Pyeekhya,
Patsauoo and Palouk ; wliich, with a
few others sold before and a few
more now ordered, must, 1 think, be
nearly one for each reader and they
have ail been taken up in less than
three months from the time the announcement reached them that they
;

were

for sale.

Add

to this, I have received thirteen
rupees for medicines sold, and orders
for more amounting to about thirty ruNo part ot my labors with the
pees.
assistants in my charge has succeeded
better than in teaching them the use of
a few of the most coinmon medicines ;
and with their help I have now got the
people to understand the proj)riety and
necessity of their buying their medicines instead of begging them as for-

merly.

The whole number of persons bapinto the communion of this
tized
church since

its

foundation

is

eightyLetter of

Of

these, four have died, and
nine removed to other cliurches, leaving seventy-five of the original numfour.

Add

these four that have
joined from other cljurches, and the
whole present number, all of whom
are in good standing, is seventy-nine.
Some came forward for baptism, but I
was too much exhausted to pay any atber.

to

The
of Mr.

Mr. Wade.

following brief extract fronn a letter

Wade,

dated Dec. 25, 1S46, gives

an encouraging view of the more northerly

churches of Tavoy Mission.
at

the close

is

The question

not however the less wor-

thy of earnest attention.

»

Were

the health
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of Mr.

*^ssam,

Wade

—Letter

of Mr.

Cutter.

fatigue of jungle travelling,

it

would

still

be

Assam.— Letter

questionable whether he ought to engage
in

such service,

in

— the
— and

present engaged

Karen

dictionary

in

which he

letter

of Mr. Cutler.

from which we make the

fol-

lowing extracts was written Jan.
16, while
Mr. and Mrs. Cutter were on their return

is

compilation of a

to Sibsagar,

his peculiar qualifi-

lars

execution.
The Karen .and
Burman departments of this Mission

cations for

the

The

consideration of the im-

main work

portance of the
at
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eqaal to the exposures and

its

and gives interesting particu-

of some of the converts recently bap-

tized at Nowgong.
Three of the number
were from Sibsagar,— Biposu, and the two

are both in need of speedy reinforcement.

females,

Yours of June ]2ih found me in the
Karen jungle, visiting the churches on
the head waters of Tavoy river Yaviile and Newville.
We enjoyed, as

Panu and Thuku.

—

season of peculiar refreshing from the presence of the Lord
at both places indeed at the former of
these places the disciples seem to have
cherished the influences of the Holy
Spirit then poured upon them, and to
have continued to feel his presence in
their meetings during the whole year.
No petty quarrelling one with another,
no breaking of the Sabbath, no absenting themselves from worship, no foul
language, (sins to which Karens are

Panu
vert
last

;

and no disorderconduct of any kind was reported at
our examination of the church members.
At Newville they had not been
so |)ersevering in their attendance on
public worship some on account of
illness, others because they lived at a
distance, and some no doubt from a
ly

—

—

want of warm Christian

who

the wife of Boksi, the conwas baptized by br. Brown

July.
I
may have mentioned
that he is a Shyan, (son of the Sliyan
Fukou (lord), tiie |)riiici|)al person^ of
that race this side of Biinnah, and most

last year, a

j)articularly addicted,)

is

I

highly respected by
officers in

Assam.

all

the

government

He

has in his day
performed valuable services for government, from whom he receives a
pension.)
Panu is the daughter of a
Shyan of distinction, commander of a
detachment of Shyan troops employed
by the government to guard a jjortion
of the frontier in the vicinity of the
Nagas, between Sibsagar and Nowgong. About a year ago Hoksi and
Panu were married, but he was such

an ungovernable youth his father could
not manage hifn and requested Major
Jenkins to send him back to work in
the printing office, where he had been
before en)ployed for one or two years.
I built a comfortable house for then),
and about ten months since he returned to us. His wife did not then know
Some tin)e after, Mrs.
her letters.
Cutter had her conje to the house every day to learn to read, write, sew,

feeling,
but
graciously poured out upon them
his Holy Spirit, giving them contrite
hearts, and they confessed and deplored those delinquencies with many
tears.
I held filteen meetings at Yaville, and eighteen at Newville. At the
former place nine were baptized, at and receive religious instruction; and
the latter seven.
she now reads fluently, keeps her jourThese seasons were refreshing to nal, and corre^ponfls regularly with
iTiy soul
but my physical system is no her friends. When Boksi was baplonger adequate to the fatigues and ex- tized, about six months ago, she gave
posures connected with these jungle evidence of being a converted person,
tours.
Once I could endure it 1 en- and wished to he baptized with him;
joyed it, my constitution was compara- but it was thought best she should
tively firm
but that day is now past. wait. Before his" baptism Boksi comRepeated attacks of disease attended menced having daily family worship,
with excruciating pain, as ihe Board besides attending our own family worare aware, have broken my constitu- ship morning and evening with the
Panu appeared to grow in
tion and unfitted me for that kind of disci|)les.
service which requires the strength and grace, and although for two months
vigor of youth.
What then is to be after her arrival at Sibsagar she was so
done ? Must these churches be left as timid she could not be persuaded to
sheep in the wilderness without a shep- venture to see Mrs. Cutter, and seldom
to any one who called to see

God

;

;

;

herd

?

spoke

her, vet for the last five or six

months
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spoken boldly

for Christ with
she has met, and has taken
part regularly in Mrs. Cutter's weekly
prayer meetings. She bids fair to be
a very useful member of our little
church.
Thuku is a young woman that Mrs.
Cutter has brought up, and has been
with us for many years. For the last
six months she has appeared in an interesting state of mind, and has !net
with a good deal of opposition from
her parents and friends. She has attended all our meetings, prayed regularly in secret and taken a good deal
of pleasure in reading our Scriptures.
She is to be married to our native brother Nidhi Levi on our return to Siball

lias

whom

sagar.

A

part of Mr. Cutter's communication,

like those

of

bis brethren already published,

regard to the necessity of immediately

is in

reinforcing

the mission,

view of the

failing

missionaries.

We

showing

to

and especially

health of
insert

some of

in

the

a brief extract

what extremity the mission has

been reduced, and how welcome the coming of the

must

new

helpers, about to be sent,

be.

Enfeebled health of the missionaries.
at Nowgong, it was unanimously decided by the brethren and
sisters lliat Mrs. Cutter should return
to America this season for the benefit
of her health, proceeding direct from
Nowgong; and Mrs. Bronson had made
arrangements to send with her their
eldest daughter Mary.
But as her
health had improved in some degree
by the river trip, and the two female
converts felt so deeply the })rospect of
her leaving, saying they must now return home and have no female missionary to look after and instruct them
and assist them in the divine life, Mrs.
C. could not consent to leave these tender lambs; and indulging a hope that
she might be able with their assistance
and the Divine blessing to do something more for the females of Sibsagar,
she concluded to defer her departure
and endeavor to remain another year.
Had there been any other female missionary at Sibsagar, she would have
felt bound to proceed home, as the
physician and all our missionary associates have repeatedly advised it.
We
made the question one of fervent prayer,
and under present circumstances she

While

[Aug.

Cutter.

is in the path of duty in remaining.
Our dear sister Bronson has had a
great many cares in connection with

feels she

the Orphan Institution, besides five
children of her own to look after; and
she has become so much enfeebled by
these duties and sickness that it was
thought advisable she should also return home, to take her children to be
placed among friends there, and that
she might get recruited and return with
renewed health to her interesting field
of labor. But as the care of the Orphan Institution and the other duties
connected with the station devolve entirely upon br. and sister Bronson, (assisted in the Orphan Institution by the
matron, iMrs. Hill,) sister B. could not
make up her mind to leave him to discharge all these duties alone, and therefore relinquished the thought of returnIt
ing till assistance should arrive.
was the absence of another female
missionary at Sibsagar that com[)elled
Mrs. Cutter to remain when all thought
she should go home. It is so with
Gowahati. Br. and sr. Barker could
not leave should health fail, without
serious injury to the cause for want of
some one to carry on what has been
commenced. I hope the churches at
home will not wait till we die in the
field, before they send others to assist
and relieve us. When persons become enervated by a long residence in
an Indian climate, and enfeebled by
repeated attacks of disease, a change
to their native climate will often so
much invigorate them, that they can,
humanly speaking, perform foin* times
the amount of labor and toil and four
times as long, as they would should
they not enjoy the benefit of such a
change.
Mrs. Bronson with two of her children left Nowgong with us, intending
to accompany us up to Sibsagar for the
benefit of the river air to herself and

youngest child,

who had been danger-

After our arrival at Gowahati, Mrs. Cutter was taken seriously
ill, which detained «is there some time.
Mrs. Bronson's child also became dangerously ill again, and continuing feeble while on the river, Mr. Bronson
came over to Tezpur and took them

ously

ill.

to Nowgong overland (which can
be easily accomplished in one day).

back

Station at Gowahati

We
of

br.

visited

and

— Its promise and need.

Gowahati

at the request

sister Barker,

in

the hope
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that with the native brethren we might
be the means of exciting an interest

among some of the natives there. On
the 13lh we had the pleasure of seeing

own

their

and as

interest

illustrative

character of the Bassa mind.
tion

is

made

the

in

and only here and there a

would like
to hope there might soon be one sent
to his assistance from America.
He
has a large and most interesting field,

a

health

is

also feeble,

and

1

and, as 1 just remarked, should his
health fail and he be obliged to leave,
the whole of ihis inviting district would
be left without any one to carry on
what has been so surcessfiilly begun.
The same may be said of Nowgong;
and 1 should hope the fact that Sibsagar is destitute of one who can devote
himself to preaching, will not be lost
sight of.

—

Bassa Mission. Conversion of Kong
Koha and Kmanyo.
The

following acconnt of the early

life

and conversion of Kong Koba, or Lewis

K. Crocker, whose name
readers,

was written

quiries addressed to

and

familiar to our

reply to

in

some

in-

him from the Rooms,

dated at Fairfield, Little Bassa, Dec.

is

1846.

21,

is

The

other letter

this city, April 9,

children of the

and

is

is

dated

in

addressed to the

Bassa Mission School

in

The writer, Kmanyo, more geneknown here by his adopted name
John K. Wesley, came to this country
last summer with Mrs. Crocker, whose

Bexley.
rally

low state of health
his

services

arrival
for

as

an

at the time required

attendant.

Wesley has been

by Christian friends, and

office

of a Christian brother

undertaken to teach him the

We publish

Since his

carefully provided
is

who

now

a

word

add,

is

or

letter.

now

No

slight

change of

Kong Koba, we may

a preacher, and during the

past year, as he

informs us, has travelled

with his " brother Vonbrunn through and
through the Bassa country to feed (their)
brethren, mothers, fathers and sisters with

the

word of

to be

Ought

life."

Kmanyo

not

a preacher tool
Letter of

When

Kong Koba.

heard of religion, it was
from the mouth of one of my own
I first

countrymen, who

staid at

Monrovia

has kindly

art of printing.

these communications both for

for

number of years. He told me that
he was informed by the Congo people
at New Georgia, that God has prepared
fire for the wicked in another world,
and happiness for the good. When 1

a

first

heard

that

I

it I

must

believed

die.

And

it, as 1 believed
since I heard it

have never forgotten it, though it was
me by one who was careless himYet I
self for his never dying soul.
was hardened in mind for several
months. After a while, I began to satisfy myself with vain thoughts, &c.
i remained in this state for a number
of years; then my father gave me to a
gentleman by the name of Nuter (a
man who was killed in Gov. BuchanWhile I
an's war with Gei Tumbe).
was with this man, I recollect one
night I felt great uneasiness about my
during the night 1 wept bitterly.
soul
The man inquired what was the mat1

told

;

ter.

1

knew

not what to

tell

him

;

for

thought during this time there ^yas
no man on earth who could comfort
me. I asked the man the same night
to give me permission to go out and
see my mother and father (for Mr. Nu1

then was in my father's town). He
granted me the permission. When I
went, mother asked me what was the
cause of my weeping. 1 knew not
what to sav, for I thought it was unnecessary to tell her how 1 felt, knowthis burden
itig she could not relieve
from my mind. A few days after, I
went with my companions Sawe da
ter

and Gma to cut palm nuts. Whde we
were there I asked them what they

thought of dying. They said, Nothmg
more than that we shall go to the same
Hut
gone.
place where others have
Then 1
whither, they could not tel
weep, and wept all the tune
«

in the

of the

correc-

sentiment or method,

persons go forward and acknowledge their Lord in the ordinance of
baptism (July Mag. p. 249). Two of
these candidates were fruits of the
meetings held at Nowgong.
Tliere
were some others who appeared sincere inquirers, and 1 hope they may be
brought to a knowledge of the truth.
Br. Barker's English service on Sabbath evenings was well attended, and
much seriousness pervaded the meetings.
He commenced a weekly prayer
meeting while we were there, which
promises much usefulness.
But he
has to encounter much opposition and
reproach for the truth's sake.
His
five
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till father and I went there.
While we were there, Messrs. C. and
laughed at me a great deal. And be- M. asked Sante Will i'or some of his
ing afraid of their laughirig at me, 1 own sons to take to the school, and
tried to put every thing away as re- Sante Will gave them Zewio, his own
garded seriousness, and it went away son. I was glad that 1 had one who
by degrees. O that there had been a was my old acquaintance to accomChristian in town to lead me to the pany me to Edina. But to my own
Lamb of God, which taketh away the regret 1 was taken sick again so I
sins of the world
However, " it is could not go with them to Edina, and
the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous Zewio, Sante Will's son, went with
in our eyes."
Though I concealed my them. I went back again to my faseriousness, yet within me was a great ther's town, and made it known to my
burden, that caused me to weep some- mother, Zoole, and all my companions,

the

there.

they had cut

ber of days,

palm nuts we went home, and they

;

!

times while alone.

it had not been my sickness 1
gone to Edina, to the school.
They were all glad that I did not go ;

that if

remained in this state for several
years and my father again gave me to
1

;

another gentleman, now king, Mr. J. C,
who, though a Christian, yet made no
mention of it to me, except in my prevention from working on the Sabbath.
I remained with him four months, then

went away from him to my father's
I remained for a considable time, till the death of one of my
father's head women.
At this time
Messrs. Crocker and Mylne, accompaI

town, where

had

they entertained the belief that it
for any African to live
long if he "learned book." So my
brother Zoole and mother told father
that I should not go at all to the school
but father told them that I should go ;
and there was a contention between
them. And 1 staid with father for a
considerable time.
One day, after I went to one of fafor

was impossible

my fa- ther's plantations, Mr. C. came to his
some of town and asked him for me. He told
his subjects together and hear what Mr. C. that I was in a i)lantation, and
they were to say to him. Accordingly Mr. C. asked him to send for me. He
my father called some of his men to- did so, and charged the boy whom he

nied by Mr. N. Harris,
ther,

and asked him

came

to

to call

(I
think twenty men were
gathered in a kitchen,) and father told
them to say what they had to say.
And through an interpreter v/e understood Mr. Crocker to say, God had put
it into the hearts of good people
in

gether,

America

to send them to Africa, to
the Africans God's will and
Christianity.
After Mr. Crocker had
said this, father asked them what
should be their pa}' atmually. To this
Messrs. C. and M. said, God had sent
them, and it was their delight to do

teach

good toothers; and furthermore they
king (my father) should
send his children to their school and
send provision to them, it would please
said, that if the

them a

great deal.
father consented, and during his lifetitne he did not fail in it.
After father had told them that he was
very glad as to this matter, they asked

To this my

him to send his own son with them to
Edina. Father consented iminediatel}',
and asked me to go with them. I told
him I was willing to go with them, but
I was not well at that time, and I told
father to tell Messrs. Crocker and
Mylne that 1 was willing to go with
them when 1 should get well. They
consented, and went to Sante Will's
place.
Here they remained for a num-

sent alter me, not to tell me for what
purpose he sent for me, knowing, if I
got knowledge of Mr. C.'s being in the
town, I would not come; (for at this
time I entertained the opinion of my
mother and brother Zoole, i. e. that I
should die soon if I should learn book.)
The boy went to the plantation, and
told me that father had sent for me.
I

asked him for what purpose he had

sent for me. He said, he knew not;
but one thing he knew was, that one
white man was in the town. I was sure
it was Mr. C, and I asked mother
what might be done with regard to my
going with Mr. C. She was not willing at all for me to go with him;
however she told me that I might go to
the town and promise to go with him
in future.
Accordingly I went to the
town. Mr. C, was very glad to see
me, and asked me to go with him. I
told hi in to ask father, and he did so.
Father was willing for me to go with
Mr. C. but I said mother was not
there so I could not go with him at
the time; yet I promised to go with
him in future. So Mr. C. went away

that

;

again to Sante Will's place.
After ten or eleven months I went
with father to Sante Will's place.
Here we saw Mr. C. and Mr. M., who

Bassa Mission.
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had lately gone up there (Sante Will's
town) from Edina. Both of them again
asked father lor me, and he told them
to ask me.
They did so, and I asked
them that I might go and see mother.
They were willing, and 1 went to see
mother. 1 told her that I was willing
to go to the school and learn book.

She was not willing at first, but when
she saw she could not {)ersuade me to
stay, at last she consented reluctantly,
and I went back again to Sante Will's
place.
From thence 1 went to Edina,
Feb. 1837, with the Rev. Wm. Mylne,
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Through the great and most undeserved goodness of our Heavenly
Father, I who have so long resisted the
Spirit of God, loving darkness rather
than light, am now secure from the
tyranny of the devil, through our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. How good
is the Almighty, that he did not cut me
off in the midst of my sins.
Oh the
length, the depth, and the height of the
love of God what comfort of love,
port.

;

that passeth

understanding.

I think
obtained
this spiritual blessing; and I shall be
who treated me the same as if I was glad to tell you. A few months ago I
his own son.
While 1 was with this was asked if I loved the Lord. My
gentleman I was sent to school to El- dear friends, I could not look up and
der John Day, who and Mr. M. took around, but my head was bowed down
great care to instruct me in the way of for sorrow. Oh wretch that I am, who
salvation.
They taught me that Jesus shall deliver me from the body of
Christ, the Son of God, had died for the death!
Then the Spirit said unto me,
sins of the world, and that whosoever My son, give me thy heart, for I came
believeth in him should not perish but into the world to save the contrite and
have everlasting life.
broken-hearted. Then 1 remembered
They also told me that all have all the precious promises which are
sinned, and all have fallen short of the contained in the New Testament,
glory of God. At first I tho(jght 1 had which our Savior promised that he
no sin, yet at the same time the thought will fulfil. "Come unto me all ye that
of death was dreadful to me, and I labor and are heavy laden, and I will
thought there was something within give you rest. Knock and it shall be
me which made me to be afraid of opened unto you, ask and it shall be
death. I learned from my teacher that given you. Him that cometh unto me,
my sins were the cause of it. 1 began I will in no wise cast out." Then
a little to be troubled about my sins. I began to feel as Jacob did, I will
I
not let thee go till thou hast blessed me.
I thought I must begin to pray.
prayed a little and stopped, for I I will not stop till 1 obtain the spirituthought I was young, and that religion al blessing. Oh Lord, I know not
was only for those who were old. But what 1 should ask of thee. Thou only

you

will

all

like to

know how

me the
proper,
only present

when I saw that many of those wlio knowest what I want give
were younger than myself, were dying desire to be thy child, what
;

as well as the old people,

I

thought

must one day soon or late be
hand of that God whose service

I

in the
1

was

then neglecting. Then 1 set out again
and
to pray for the mercy of God
when 1 continued in doing this for
two or three weeks, I found what a miserable sinner I was. I thought I only
was the greatest sinner that ever lived
on the earth. Then I resolved never
to stop praying to God as long as I
should live. After continuing in this
state a few weeks, I found myself quite
a diflferent person from what I once
was. I then hated those things that I
once loved, and loved those things
;

which

1

Letter of Kmanyo.

—

Dear Young Friends, Having a
moment, I have determined to
write a few lines to you, as I know
you will be glad to hear from me;
and will be interested in the good re39
voL. xxvii.
leisure

to
is

whatever it may be. I
myself before thee, this is all that 1 can
And in the morning 1 went into
do.
the office, and when I was setting
types, my mind began to be enlightened. I began to feel the influence of
the
the Divine Spirit, and after dinner
My
light increased more and more.
enfeelings divided into two; one
couraged me to go and tell Mrs.
Crocker what the Lord had done tor
my soul, another urged me not to;
and I did not go till the next day.
why 1
Perhaps some of you will ask
the reason
did not go. I will tell you

Because our Savior

come

once hated.

I

in his

And

the

every

spirit,

name

apostle

many should

said
to

said

deceive people.

we niust^try

whether they are of God.
home and went
In the evening I came
kneeled down
into my room and
befoie
Here I poured out my petitions
Lord,
is in secret.
which
Father
mv
to be thy chosen
me
chosen
hast
Ihou
if

Recent Intelligence.
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to bear thy name before my
heathen people, I am willing with all
my heart, according to thy will. 1
prayed and when 1 ceased, the light
that was burning looked new to me,
every thing in my room seemed pleasant to me. I can see with new eyes,
hear with new ears, and understand

my Redeemer. What

an easy thing it
the child of God, if we
ask in faith. 1 reviewed all my past
tinje astonislied, and know not what to
wonder at most, my own wickedness
or the long suffering of the Almighty.
I have visited many Sabbath schools
since 1 came to the city, and answered
the questions put to me. The scholars
were jijlad to see me many of them
save their little mites, and put them
into the contribution box, to send the
gospel to the heathen even to you. I
hope the Lord will bless these children.
J have a great many things to tell you
about this great country, and I hardly
know which to begin with also I
don't want to write you any thing to
divert your mind from your God, bul
what will bring you to the Mercy Seat.

vessel

is

;

with

new

Dear

heart.

friends, here

1

exclaimed the praises of the Almighty
and his Son Jesus Christ.

How glorious is our Heavenly
Who reigns above the sky."
"

King,

in the Highest, peace on
Oh I
and good will to men.
wished I had a thousand mouths to
praise my Redeemer. Worthy is the
Lamb which was slain, to receive
power, riches, honor and glory. Oh, said
1 again, I wish I had more souls to give

Bccent

;

1

am

— Death of Mr.

has again

become our mournful

office

Lord,

in

the

sudden removal by death of another be-

The Rev. Edwin

loved missionary.

Bullard, late of the Sho

B.

Karen Department

of Maulmain Mission, died at Maulmain of

causes that led to
in

some few days'

at

It

Bullard

bad

we

hardly dare

God

us.

He

has smitten, and

has brought us

who

shall

lift

up

?

down

We

who
to

shall heal

are ready to say,

as one of the missionaries has said,
loss
ble.

« The

we have sustained, is all but irreparaThe mission could hardly have sus-

tained so

rude a shock

any other individual."
has done this; "
it," as
*« in

?

the ground,

writes

in

the

in

the removal of

Yet

it

is

judgment has
desolate

God who

He done

widow

;

but

righteousness also, and in loving kind-

ness, and in mercies."

The

painful

bereavement

the

jungles

order to

com-

during the ensuing

"

rains."

&c.

The house

them on the new Sho Karen

for

was

unfinished,

still

and

the

chapel and houses for the Karens were yet
to

To

be put up.

the

execution of this

work Mr. Bullard now gave himself with
" He seemed inhis accustomed ardor.
tent on

doing

doing the work before him, and

it

all.

most deeply the

Feeling

embarrassments of the Board, he was

And

anxiety to avoid expense.

end

in

view, he braved the burning sun to

direct the

workmen, purchase and

timber &c.,"
in the

tions

all

with this

unequal

till

raft

the

nature overtasked sank

effort.

of disease were

The
felt

first

premoni-

by Mr. B. on

Thursday, but as they readily yielded

to

medical treatment, occasioned no very se-

particulars of this unlooked for and

peculiarly

in

plete iheir preparations for residence

erected

give utterance to the feelings which burden

from

returned

had

all

and Mrs.

Mr.

that

about two weeks previous,

compound

but just reached us; and

interval after

appears

closed.

six hours.

of this distressing event has

commonr

have been

it

a letter from Mrs. Bullard, written

cholera April 5lh, after an illness of thirty-

The news

friend,

John K. Wesley.

cated

to record the chastening of the

your

j

I

Xntellfgence.

BuUard.
It

become

;

Glory to God

Mission.

to

;

earth,

Maulmain

[Aug.

aiid

the

rious

alarm.

It

was not

till

Sabbath eve-

ning that they assumed their more definite

—
Recent Intelligence.
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and

A

fatal character.

menced, and

We

physician

was has-

nothing could

give

relief.

peace.
continue the narrative

the

in

words of

About eight o'clock the dear brethren
of the mission, all more or less unwell,
having tenderly watched him through
the night, were obliged to seek fresh

Mrs. Bullard.

As I saw death in such a hideous
form staring us in the face, with his
mighty arm raised to strike the fatal
blow to separate from me my very
life
my eyes dimmed, and I sank almost breathless by his side. But the
groans of the sufferer aroused me, and
again I sprang to his relief. We felt
that now was no time to weep
no
time to mourn but that the few moments he had to live we must comfort
and soothe him through the dark valley.

air; a few Karens
his bed saying,

why

*

we

said,

1

fear

you

"This

is

will die."

the
*

looked very calm and said,
" I do not think this sickness is unto
death I think God will yet spare me
for the sake of the Sho Karens, and
for my family."
He then fell into a
quiet sleep and rested sweetly ten or
fifteeti minutes
to me moments of the
;

—

most intense agony

— and

1

do believe

our cries then reached the ears of the
Eternal.
When I attempted to pray
for

life,

my

j

j

He

lips

were sealed,

thing within

me

But when

besought

told

for

some-

me we must
God

part.

pardon,
comfort, soothe, sustain and bear hitn
up through the deep waters, I felt fike
wrestling Jacob and God in his infinite
compassion heard me. Yes, I do beI

to

;

lieve the High and Holy One listened in
pity to my bitter groanings ;
for when I
rose 1 felt an assurance that my dear

—

we

teacher dies,

We

would die
About nine
o'clock a gurgling sound was heard
we raised him up a slight tremor
and all was over. We laid him softly
down, while Mr. Binney (having come
in from Amherst) gently fanned upward his immortal spirit. He lingered
until half past nine, and breathed as
calmly and gently as ever an infant in
falling asleep upon its mother's bosom.
The funeral hour was appointed at foin*
o'clock, and a large concourse assemlive?

—

—

Emhracing him,

should

happy and follow him."

;

cholera, and

hung around

still

"Now our

—
—

*
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little ones I should have Idnged to join
him. I often asked if he died happy,
and he invariably signified that all was

had now com-

spasms

but

called,

tily

— Death of Mr, Bullard.

j

bled

;

but

perceiving

still

a

little

warmth about his vitals 1 could not let
them take him but watched beside
;

him, apf)lying restoratives until twelve
*
*
*
At midnight we
at night.
buried him. The kind Karens carried my two dear fatherless babes,
while I, accompanied by Mr. Ranney
and dear sister Lillybridge, followed
the coffin through the narrow pathNvay
leading to the mission ville. Turning
the corner fronting the mission houses
1 felt my spirit sinking— no longer able
to bear the gloom of that sad funeral

Through

night.

the

lantern's

dim

looked with eager eye for
some kind form— some soothing voice
but looked in vain— no voice was
heard save that of the moaning wind
Where, O where, that dear loved

we

lig'ht

—

husband would have the sensible presence of his Savior. About half past
one. Dr. Kane, a skilfid physician of mission band? Ah, some vvere far
the place, arrived, but soon after my away where my dear husband loved
husband turned to me and said, " My to be, sowing precious seed beside
ears ring; I shall die." Throwing my wild jungle streams— three others lay
arms around him I said, " You are not fainting under the withering touch of
Slowly we
afraid to die.^" " No," he replied then this most dread disease.
speaking very etnphatically and in a threaded the narrow streets as towards
!

;

louder tone he said, " I believe I shall
go to God ; I believe God has for
Christ's sake forgiven my sins.
1 trust
in Him."
From the time that we felt
he must die, my great anxiety was, that
no fears might annoy him, but that he
might have the sustaining grace of
God; and at one time when I said to

of
the burial ground we bare the form
him J'<1 loved too well. Arriving near
more to
the place, we parted, never

him, " Though I cannot go through
the dark valley with you, my dear, yet
Jesus will he will comfort you his
arms will be round about you," he
clasped my hand and looked up so
calm so resigned that had I had no

the kind

—
—

—

—

—

meet
world shall
"Till the loud requiem of the
swell."

Dear

sister L. took

us immediately to

arms of Mr. and Mrs. Stevens,
whose sympathetic hearts were wait-

ing to receive us.

O, n.y brother,
yet

1

my

brother,

my

bro-

bleeding in the dustdear
rejoice to say, as did my

ken heart

lies
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companion,

"

my

Not

— Sickness and return of Mr, Mason.

but thine be

will,

done."

My clear brother, I would not add
one pang to your already over-burdened heart, but kindly bear with me
if I say, I can but feel that if my dear
husband had had a companion in his
labors he might now have been translating the word of God.
He asked for
only one for all the Sho Karens in
Maulmain province
and this the
churches at home denied him. But it
is now too late
he cannot be called
back from his cold resting place and
who, O who, will now reap in this

—

—

—

white harvest field ? Though my own
spirit lies crushed and lone
though to

—

me
" Life " be indeed " a rifled flower,
Wiien love's pure visions fade
liroiven spell
a faded hour
An echo and a shade,"

A

when

yet

—

—

look round upon the dear

I

which have been raised
I am compelled
to turn away from self, and weep
afresh over them and these perishing
infant churches

up

dark land,

in this

heathen.

[Aug.

number.

The importance he

to the last

command

attached
of our dear Savior,
as compared even with the translation
of the Holy Scriptures, was such, that
he could never be satisfied without attempting more or less in the direct
preaching of the cross of Christ to the
heathen. He had been in the country
a little less than three years, and yet,
so vigorously and successfully had he
applied himself to acquire a knowledge
of the Karen language, that he already
began to preach and translate in a
way that had awakened in us the expectation that the most interesting results would be realized in connection
with his labors in both these departments. He occupied a separate and
distinct field of labor; he was hard at
work in that field in a way that every
stroke was telling upon the interests of
Christ's kingdom; and at the time of
his death he stood isolated and alone
in that field.
The stale too of the de-

partment, with infant churches connected with it, together with a spirit of
inquiry abroad among the people unparalleled in its past history, is such,
that any thing like a rude shock would

be enough to endanger even
Mr. Bullard joined the mission about the
of 1844, having

first

signed the pastoral
for a

purpose re-

for this

relations

which he had

time happily sustained to the Baptist

church of Christ

in

The

Foxborough, Ms.

Rev. Mr. Brayton being then the only
sionary to the

Sho Karen

tribe,

and

nnis-

resi-

dent at Mergui, Mr. Bullard was assigned
the

same department

He

main.

w.is also

to

labor near

New

Under these circumstances a more
dreadfid blow could hardly have fiillen
upon our Mission, and we beg to assure
you that we shall not cease to pray
that this Providence may be sanctified
to your good in particular, and to the

good of the whole Mission and the
American churches.

to

Maul-

requested to take

charge the translation of the

in

Sho Karen

Tavoy
turn of

Testament.
It

Mr.

B.

Theol.

He

was a native of Shrewsbury,

was educated

Vt. ,and

at

Hamilton

Newton Theol.

and

Lit.

and

Institutions.

died at the age of thirty-three.

The
tract

in

the missionary

work we ex-

from a communication addressed

the bereaved

widow on

to

behalf of the Maul-

main Mission by Mr. Vinton.

From

the day he entered the mission,
Mr. B. was emphatically a w^orking
missionary and he had recently made
such a development of his plans for future missionary labor as to impress us
all with the fact that his prospects of
usefulness were second to no one of our
;

Mission.

— Sickness

and

re-

Mr. Mason.

has already been announced that Mr.

Mason

is

about

via England

in

to revisit the

United States

consequence of

ill

health.

Having completed the tour of which some
account

following testimonial to his diligence

and success

very

its

existence.

is

given

preceding pages of this

in

number, he returned
to

one of

for a

his

to

Tavoy,

time were

all

as he said

And such

brethren, io die.

the apparent tendencies;

until the Mission, finding that personal, iso-

lated endeavors to shake his purpose of re-

maining

at

his post

would be

inelfectual,

addressed to him a joint communication,
urging his immediate departure.
not space to quote from

would, which

is full

this

We

have

letter as

we

of the constraining in-

fluences of argument and affection; but will

Recent Melligeme.
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introduce a paragraph or two of Mr.
son's

first

Ma- me

to follow

307

your kind recommenda-

tion to the letter.
1 now feel
that it is the course of duty.

reply.

Your very unexpected communicawhich I have just received, proves,
at least, your great kindness; for the
main thing might have been proposed
without some of its details, which you
know would be to me its most interesttion

It gratifies me to find
that God gives me grace in the eyes of
his people
for I feel extremely unworthy, and that my living or dying is of

ing features.

1

have taken the

mend, and now

first

say,

shall not die, but live

satisfied

step you recomDeo volente "I
and declare the

works of the Lord."

The next step, the path overland,
commencing with my departure from
Tavoy "as soon as practicable," 1 am

now

preparing to take, and should I
reach England, I shall lollow

live

to

;

your recommendation literally, and at
consequence to any body. I my " leisure and as the providence of
really wonder that my brethren should God shall direct," shall proceed to
attach so much importance to my life America.
You have opened out to tne, brethand labors, as you seem to do.
ren, the pleasantest avenues back to
I have been feeding on the idea, that
when 1 die I shall become an 'iaayyelog the world that could possibly be found.
(an equal with the angels), and as they There stands my dear mother, on the
are employed in ministering to the daisy and butter-cup hill side, where
heirs of salvation, so it seems probable she last kissed nie twenty-nine years
and my sister, that I dandled on
to me that I shall have like employ- ago
ment, and be doing more good than by my knees and my brothers, niy comliving and laboring on earth
and that, panions to the cowslip banks and sloe
and my five dear, dear children,
too, in the very same work in which I cliffs
am now engaged perhaps, nay proba- whose faces 1 had never hoped to beand Christian
bly, be occupied from time to time hold again in the flesh
suggesting good thoughts and good mo- friends, and the new Board, with whom
Ah yes
tives to the elect, and thus still em- now to form an acquaintance.
ployed in preaching Christ, and that, the world has still attractions, I find,
the most agreeable of all preaching, to and your proposal has brought them
those that we know do, or will ultimate- down upon me with all their power.
God moves in a mysterious way, and
ly receive the doctrine and be savetl.
They "minister for those who shall though he has stirred me up to follow
be heirs of salvation ;" they never la- the path now before me, He may invery

little

;

;

;

;

;

;

!

bor in vain, nor spend their strength
The vision has loomed
for naught.
up before me till you can easily

conceive it is much pleasanter to go
than to live here groaning alone on my
couch, twenty hours out of the twentyYour letter,
four, as 1 do sometimes.
like the mention of some worldly matter to one in the near pros[)ect of death,
has brought me back to the world. I
know not what to do vvitli it. If 1 stay
in Tavoy, 1 think I shall die; I have an
increasing impression to that effect. My
judgment says, that were I to ado[)t the
course you kindly stjggest and recommend, I should probably live to labor a

number of years more but my mind
has been made up not to go home.
Had wished to pursue that course, I
;

I

would have ke|)t n\y children with uje
and returned with them next season.
Subsequently Mr. Mason, having taken
the

proposal

into

consideration,

further

wrote as follows.

tend to stop me at some of the intermediate steps, and not allow me to reWell, with my
alize all these visions.
dear wife I can say from my heart,
"

Thy

tvill

have concluded that

it

is

right for

1

God

will

do right

rejoice that

1

am

in

portion of Daily Food
for the present day, speaks the language of my heart at all times, "

The

his hands.

My

times are in thine hand.''
"

My

times are

in thy

hand,

Whatever they may be

;

Pleasing or painful, dark or bright,

As best may seem

to thee."

Whatever may be the circumstances
which I may be hereafter placed, in
sojourn, I
all the places where J may
rememshall be comforted by the
in

have kind brethren and
brethren and sisters
for me in
that I need not ask to pray
passage of
the language of the closing
above,—
the Daily Food, referred to
" Make Thy face to shine upon thy
sake.
save me for thy mercies

brance that

sisters in

servant,
I

be done.''

and kindly, and

I

Tavoy

;

Missionaries Appointed.
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Arrival of Mr. Brayton.
Mr. and Mrs. Brayton and child with

two children of Mr. Mason's arrived
on Tuesday

ship Faneuil Hall

20th

having

left

Maulmain

Feb.

the

Heads,

Sand

134 days from

ult.,

in

morning,

The

23.

was the
Burmah, has

of Mrs. Brayton, which

health

of Mr.

cause

leaving

B.'s

been greatly benefitted by the voyage.

The

thorized,

request,

She

Mr.

Tecumseh Jones, Putawatomie

J.

been authorized

assistant, has

his labors at the

ernment.

Designation.

Johnson was ordained

—The

to

the

Rev. John
ministry of

the gospel June 3, at Calais, Me.

by the Rev.

J. S.

Rev.

Wm.

Sermon

Eaton, of Portland; In-

Committee by

structions of the Executive

Missionaries

settle-

ment assigned by the United States Gov-

of Mr. Mason has been cordially approved

—

resume

to

new Putawatomie

by the Committee.

Missionary Rooms.

rejoin

to

will probably sail

Edina before winter.

for

Pxiblic

return of Mr. Brayton and wife and

own

her

at

the Bassa Mission.

[Aug.

Leverett, one of the

memberg

of the Committee.

appointed, ^c.

On

28th of June Messrs. Appleton

the

H. Danforth and

DOJVATIONS

members

Ira J. Stoddard,

Received in June, 1847.

of the Senior Theological Class of Madison

N. Y., were apAssam, the former

Hamilton,

University,

pointed n)issionaries to
to

be stationed

Gowahati

at

with

Mr.

Barker, and the other with Mr. Bronson at

At

Nowgong.

same meeting

the

Miss

Harriet H. Morse, formerly of the Ojibwa

Mission,
sionary

was re-appointed an

assistant mis-

the Siamese department of the

in

Mr. William

Siam Mission.

Moore, of

Butler Co., Ohio, and late graduate of Co-

was ap-

vington Theological Institute, Ky.,

missionary to the Karens July 12.

pointed

His particular destination
rens
field

in

to the

Sho Ka-

by the lamented Mr.

vacated

just

The Rev. T. W.

Bullard.

of the

is

the neighborhood of Maulmain, the

Church

Baptist

first

in

Salem, Co-

appointed with Mrs. E. H. Greer
Mission, to

The above

Ramree.

their departure

labor

Siam,
first

if

at

the

to

Akyab

or

are expected to take

about the middle of Octo-

ber, except Miss Morse,

who

will

sail

for

opportunity permit, soon after the

Rev.

of September.

J.

and

Mrs.

Johnson, appointed to the China Mission
last year,

and Rev.

Siam Mission,

same

time.

Mr.

earliest ship for

Mrs. M.

B.

J.

T. Jones of the

probably

will

sail

at

the

Abbott leaves by the

Arracan via Calcutta.
Crocker, having recover-

ed from her severe

illness,

—

Bowdoinham
cott

tr.,

Assoc.,

viz

has been au-

W.

5,00

R. Pres-

— Litchfield,

ch.

12,50; Readfield 3,35; do.,
Rev. Isaac Case 5,00, for Ka-

ren Miss.; Leeds, E.Otis 5,00;
do., a friend 28c.
Fayette,
ch. 14,50; East Winthrop, ch.
60,00 for L. M. to be named, 100,63
VValdoboro.'
E. VV. Bragdon
12,00; Mr. Nois 1,00; a lady
25c. ; two ladies 3,12; Miss
Wakefield 17c..
16,54
;

;

Belfast, ch., J.

Wight

6,46
10,00
1,50
10,00
5.00
13,30

tr.,

Wiscasset, John Sylvester
Dexter, " a friend to missions"
Sidney, ch.
Surrey, ch. and soc, mon. con.,
Guilford, Fem, Miss. Soc.

168,43

Greer, pastor

lumbiana Co., Ohio, was at the same time

Burman

Maine.
Saco Biver Assoc., J. H. Gowen
tr., viz.
from a member of the
Saco ch.,

Massachusetts.
" A." per Rev. Dr. Sears,
Boston, a friend 1,00; do.,
a little boy, for schools
in Siam, 50c. ; Joseph J,

Howe

30,00,

1000,00

31,50

Baldwin Place ch.,
Mrs. Abigail Ripley, to
cons. PeterRipley L.M., 100,00
do.,
South Boston ch.,
do.,

Samuel

Wm.
do.,

Hill to cons.
B. Hill L. M.,
100,00

Tremont St. ch., Fern.
Soc, Mrs. E.

Miss.

Drew

tr., for the sup. of
scholars in
Mrs.
Wade's school, and to
cons. Charles Badger
L. M.,
120,00
do., Bowdoin Sq. Board of
Benevolent Operations,
Wm. C. Reed tr.,
26,03
do., 1st ch., for Mr. Bullard's school,
10,00

six

387,53

Donations,

3847.]

Thomas Wo-

10,005

mersley

1

tr.

of Be-

nevolent Com., (S2 of which

;

wood
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Thomas H. Maghee

Lowell, 3d ch., David Trull tr,
Miss Theodosia At10,61

is

for

Karen

Monroe Assoc

21,61

,00,

Amherst,' 1st ch., I. Gilbert tr.,
5,00
Brookline, ch., mon. con. for
June,
25,00
Maiden, Fem. For. Miss. Soc,
Miss Eliza B. Tufts tr., for
sup. of a native Karen assist.,
50,00

viz.

Miss.,)
,

500,63

W. N.

Sage

tr.,

— Penfield, Araunah Mose-

and wife, to cons, him L.
M., (of which 580 is for Hangoon station under direction of
ly

Dr. Judson, and
lor German Miss, under direction of

New England

Village, ch., Young
People's Miss. Soc, to sup. an
Assamese child named

Mr. Oncken,)
Troy, 1st ch. G7,G2

Wm.

105 00

do

;

,

Young

Men's and the Fem.

C. Richards,

Bur. Miss.
Soc. 80,66; do.. Sab. Sch.
Miss. Soc, for sup. of two
children under the care of
Mr. Haswell, 51,72 ; to cons.
Rev. G. C. Baldwin and Joseph Hastings L. M.,
200,00

25,00
2,50

North Heading, Miss Sally Jones
New Hedford,"Mrs. Susan Tripp,
for the sup. of an Assamese
child,

24,00

Cambridge, 1st ch. 200,16 ; do.,
George Cummings §400, to
cons. Mrs. Abigail Cummings,
Mrs. Josiah \V. Cook, Mrs.
Albert Vinal and Mrs. Robert

—

New

York Assoc., viz
Bloomingdale, ch. 18,23 ; Piermont,
1st do. 8,00; do., Sab. sch.
5,16,

Fuller L. M.
do.. Sab. Sch.
Miss. Soc, for sup. of an African boy named Levi Farwell,
;

Newton

Middlefield, Jno.

New
Pemberton,

625,16
10,00

25.00,

2175,80

Rhode

Two

child

5,50

42,50

24,00
E. A. D."
20,00
Island State Convention,
V, J. Bates tr., viz. Providence, Pine St. ch., Fem. For.
M. Soc, Mrs. L. Brown tr., to
cons. Mrs. Z. Bradford L. M.,
100,00 ; Exeter, ch.. Miss Annis Reynolds tr., 20,35,
120,35

—

164,35

Connecticut.

Philadelphia, lOlh ch. Sab. Sch.
Miss. Soc, for the Karen
Miss, and to cons. George P.
Worrell L. M. 100.00; Tioga
Assoc., James Gray tr., 12,0U ;
per Rev. G. S. Webb, agent of
112,00
the Board,
Fleetville, ch., mon. con., 7,00 ;
A. Phillips 1,00; Mary Hol9,50
brook 1,00; Ronse Card 50c.,
Lower Dublin, ch., mon. cons.,
Miss.
Soc,
Fem.
do,
26,50;

Sarah Wright tr., 35,25; Chestnut Hill, ch. 14,50; Hartboro',

Connecticut State Convention,
Wareham Griswold tr., viz.
New Haven, 1st ch., to cons.
Rev. S. D. Phelps L. M.,
100,00; Suffield, 2d ch., for

ch. 5,00;

Holmesburg,

to be named, 100,00;
River, ch., to cons. Rev.
Elisha Cushman L.M. 100,00;
Hartford, South ch., for sup.
of Mr. Bullard and to cons.
Rev. James R. Stone, Wareham Griswold, Norman Burr

Deep

406,75
Florida.

Madison, Miss Martha

and Walter S. Williams L. M.,
do., do. do., Sab. sch.,
for sup. of a Karen preacher un;

;

Chilicolhe, ch.
Granville, Mrs. Prof. Pratt, for
Arracan Miss.,

do., 1st ch., 300,00

New

3,50

2133,11

York.

Assoc., to
cons. Rev. J. O. Mason L. M., 109,22
Madison Assoc., Lebanon, ch.,
W. Coolidge tr.,
8,50
Mohawk River Assoc., B. D.

Brockett tr.,
71,14
Ovid, ch., to cons. Rev. Benja100,00
min Warren L. M.,
city,

Amity

St.

ch.,

1;00

2,50

Canada.

Washington Union

New York

5.00

J. Price,

Ohio.

der the direction of Mr. Bulto cons. Joseph W. Dimack,
John Braddock and Rev. Gurdon Robins L. M. ; per Rev.
Oren Tracy, agent of the
Board,

ch., to

cons. John S. Holme L. M.,
Philadelphia, Broad
100,00 ;
St. ch. Sab. sch., towards sup.
preacher, 100,00;
Karen
of a
Duncansville, ch. 4,00; per
285,25
Rev. B. R. Loxley, agent,

L M.

lard, 50,00

S.

5,00; dis-

Pennsylvania.

Ward,

400,00

Rev. G.

48,00
bill

count 50c.,

Westerly,

Rhode

Jersey.

Island.

of an Asnamed Eliza

friends, for sup.

samese

ch., per

Webb,

agent,
Less counterfeit

31,39
1125,88

Charlotteville, 2d ch., viz.— Jeremiah J ohnson 4,00 ; Ann Johnson 1,00 ; cash 30c. ; Benjamin

Parmerton 1,00,
Houghton, 1st ch., viz.— Christian Becker 1,00; Ethel Davis
50c,
do., 2d ch., viz.— Hugh Maginnis 1,00; Rebecca Maginnis

6,30

25c. Mary Ann Maginnis 25c.,
Ruth Merril
Raynham, viz.

1,50

:

50c.

;

—

Rachel Merril 25c.

;

Re-

;;;

;;;;

310

[Aug.

Donations.

becca

Merril 50c.

J.

;

Heath 2,00; Alexander WalHenry Kitchen
1,00;
a friend 50c.; Lewis
Culver 50c.
Sarah Ann Wal-

D. C.

Rees 1,00; Elizabeth Russel
Hannah Backhouse 50c.
1 ,00
George Sealey 1,00; Henry
Turk i2oc. S. Kennedy 50c.
Eliza Morse 13c.; Geo. Chute
J.
B. Tinpanv 70c.;
1,00;

lace
1,00;

;

;

lace 1,00,

;

"

cash 38c.,
Reuben McConJubilee, viz.
nell 1,00; Elisha McConnell
1,00; Elijah McConnell 2,00

—

Edward

McConnell

!2,00

7,71

;

;

Charles McConnell 1,00; Ben-

jamin McConnell 1,00; Maria

McConnell 50c.;
Connell 50c.

Eliza

Mc

Geo. JNorthup

;

1,00; cash 50c.; Catharine
Barant 25c
10,75
Aylmer, viz
Wm. Teeple 10.00;
Wm.
Abram Bemer 2.00;
Davis 2,00 ;
W. H. Davis
2,00 ; Jonas Roberts 1 ,00 ; Rosetta
Orton 50c. ; Roxana
Baker 25c.; Harlind Orton

—

,

Wm.

60c. ;
Adams 2,00 ; Ann
Deborah
Eliza Davis 1,00;
Clark
Ann
2,00 ; Henry Backhouse 4,00 ; Trion Treadwell
1,00; Mark Ward 25c. ; John
Bemer 25c.; a friend 50c.;
Hannah Van Petter 1,00; Elijah Clark 1 ,00 ; Reuben CranP. A. McKenzie
dell 1,00;
50c. ; Frederick Miller 50c.
James Clayton 50c. ; Egerton
Clayton 13c.; Rosamond Clayton 25c. ; Margaret Clayton
13c. ; Mary W. Davis 1,00,
35,26

Yarmouth,

ch

1st

,

— John

viz.

1,00

;

;

—

;

3,90

;

;

;

;

—

25c.

Adam Thompson

;

50c.

Wm.

Edwin

Herron 25c. ;
Skinner 25c.
cash 3c
;

;

;

;

Mrs.

Eliza Skin;
Charlotte Cummings
25c.

James Lemon

2,00,

—

;

Wilkinson 1,00; Harden

McConnell

19,37

3,00,

—

John GalGeo. Galloway

Thomas Butler
2d ch., viz
I, 12; John Zavits 50c.; cash
13c.; David Lynch 50c. ; John
Racine 50c
Thomas Daniel

James Harris 25c.
Thomas Tallman 13c. ; Abigail

;

John Thomas 50c. John
McKay 50c.
David Evans

Mabee

Smith

25c.;
Sophia Zaviis 1,00;
Elizabeth Lynch 1,00; Hannah Woodman 50c.; Charles

wards 2,00,
Oxford, Istch.,

viz.

loway 1,00;
25c.

do.,

Ed-

;

2d

25c.,
ch., viz.

do.,

4,25

—

— Peter

;

1,00;

1,88

Woodman
Thomas

Hannah Smith

25c.,

Brantford, 2d ch.,

viz.

— Alanson

ney 50c

,

Schuyler

ch., viz.

1,00

;

—Hiram

Frederick

;

Alexander
8,25

— Mr.

7.13

per Bev. S. T. Griswold,
agent of the Board,

-

viz.

197,81

8,12

6,423,13

Harris 1,00; Rebecca Fracee
50c.; Ann Fracee 50c. ; Henry Fracee 25c. ; Peter Mcintosh 37c. ; Lewis Fracee 1 ,00 ;
B. G. Tisdale 2,00; Elizabeth
P. Tisdale 2,00; Wm. Whit-

Townsend, 2d

50c.

25c.,

Wakeling
1,00; Mrs. Hall 1,00; Mrs.
Leonard 2,00; col. 3,13,

London,

Harriet Eastwood
ing 50c. ;
Uselia Wright 37c. ; L.
1 ,00 ;
;

;

;

1,00; Joseph Cook 50c.; a
friend 75c. ; J. W.Elliott 1,00;
cash 50c.; John Cook 25c. j
Eastwood 1.00 ;
Catharine
Charles Cody 50c. ; J. B. Vin-

Wright 50c,

4,53

Jacob Baul1st ch., viz.
dinger 2,00; Jane Wilkinson
Sarah Jane Wilkinson
1,00;
Andrew Cohoe 1,00;
1,00;
colls. 3,12; James Sharp 4,00;
H. A. Guston 1,00; JNeville
Challoner 1,00; Jane ChalloSamuel Drake 1,00 ;
ner 25c.

Wm.

Wm.

22.62

1,00,

John Renner 2,00 Peter Cunningham 1,00; Barzillai Vanloon 50c. ; Wm. Vanloon 4,00
cash 11c. Stafford Dean 2,00 j
Salina Dean
Moses
1,00;
Olmstead 50c. Joshua Wallace 50c.
James Vanloon
50c.; John Fairchild 50c.;
Sarah Henner 50c.,
14,61
Drummondville, col.
13,00
Beverly, 1st ch., viz.
Benjamin
Skinner 50c.; Geo. Cummings

25c.

1,00; Anderson Montrass 1,00;
Susan Vansickle, 14c.
11,39
Henry Black
St. Thomas, viz.
2,00 ; Arthur Thompson 25c. ;

—

—

viz.
Isaac Overholt
Susannah Overholt 50c. ;

Lobo,

;

John Gilies 1,00;
Westnay 25c.; Harry

James Hooker
Hartford,

ner 25c

James Vansickle 75c. Cyrus
Thayer 2,00
S. H. Ellison

1,00;

White 25c. ; Geo. Reed 25c.
Oliver Blake 1,00; Mrs. Green
50c.; Mrs. Allice 13c.; Mrs.
Hooker 12c. ; J. L. Green
1 ,50 ; cash 60c. ; Aaron Slaght,
sen. 2,02 ; Duncan McPherson
Charles Merril 1,00;
1,00;

Thompson

Ellison 4,00; Christian Miner
2,00; Donald Mcintosh 50c.;

John Sutton 50c.
cash 78c.
M. Burns 25c. ; L. Black 12c.,
viz.
Wm. Edwards
Dorchester,

7,62

—

Waterford, viz. Alfred Bowlby
Joseph Clark 50c. ;
2,00 ;
John Ellis 50c. ; John Barber
4,00; Hugh Slaght 2,00 ; John
Story 1,00;
JNelson Culver
50c. T. W. Clark 1,00; Henry Kitchen 1 ,00 ; a friend 50c. ;
Mr. Marshall 25c. ;
John

Legacy.

Herkimer Co., N. Y.,
Rhoda Brockett, Alva

Salisbury,

Miss
and B. D. Brockett executors,

600,00

^7023, 13
8,12

Total from April

1

to

June 30, ^24,170,25.

R. E. EpDY, Treasurer,

use

I.

^7 ox%

